
The hottest temperatures of the
summer are expected to blanket
Los Angeles this week, with an

excessive heat warning issued by
the National Weather Service for
nearly all of L.A. County until
Friday at 8 p.m. 

“Heat causes more deaths in
the U.S. annually than floods,
storms and lightning combined.
Those most likely to get ill dur-
ing the heat include older adults,

More than two decades have
passed since the harrowing events
of Sept. 11, 2001, when the world
watched in horror as planes
hijacked by terrorists flew into the
World Trade Center, the Pentagon

and a field in western Pennsylvania.
On the 23rd anniversary, communi-
ties in Southern California will
remember the 2,977 victims with
ceremonies in Beverly Hills and
Los Angeles. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 11, at 5:30

On Sept. 4, the nation was once
again rocked by a mass shooting.
As of press time, at least four peo-
ple were killed at Apalachee High
School in Winder, Georgia.

West Hollywood is working to

draw a line in the sand on gun vio-
lence. The city’s Planning
Commission will consider an item
on Sept. 19 recommended by
Mayor John Erickson that would
severely limit the sale of firearms
within the city. 

The ordinance would prohibit
gun sales within 1,000 feet of an
establishment that offers alcoholic
beverages. In West Hollywood, a
city lined with restaurants, conve-
nience stores and bars, this would
essentially make gun sales very

limited within the city limits. The
nearest gun store, though, is in
Burbank, and Erickson said the
item is largely a gesture to state and
federal legislatures, showing where
West Hollywood stands on the
issue. 

“I think local cities need to enact
all types of ways that we can curb
the epidemic of gun violence,”
Erickson said.  

It’s a proposal championed by
community leaders, including State
Sen. Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica). 

“I support the city’s ability to
enact policy that keeps its residents
as safe as possible,” Allen said. “We
know that firearms and alcohol are
a lethal combination. If it is deemed
safer to keep these establishments
more physically separated, and the
city has brought the public and
stakeholders to the table, I encour-
age them to take these steps.” 

Erickson stressed the importance
of standing in defiance to the gun
lobby, even as judges appointed by
conservative politicians create
obstacles for meaningful gun
reform legislation, he said.  

“We have a radical [United
States] Supreme Court that views
and rules in favor of gun owners in
any way, shape and form, and we in

George Berci went by many impressive titles.
Doctor, medical innovator, mentor and Holocaust
survivor – just to name a few. The beloved Cedars-
Sinai surgical pioneer “lived a life worthy of a
Hollywood film,” as described by the Beverly Press
and Park Labrea News in 2021. Berci died on Aug.
30 at the age of 103. He is survived by four children
and six grandchildren. 

Berci was born in Szeged, Hungary, on March 14,
1921. As a child growing up in both Austria and
Hungary, Berci was passionate about music, and
dreamed of becoming a professional violinist, but his
mother encouraged him to become a doctor.
However, by 1942, Berci was forced to work as a
conscripted laborer for the Nazis. 

In 1944, Berci, along with many other Jews, was
loaded on a train headed towards a concentration
camp, when suddenly an Allied bombing gave him a
chance to escape. 

“Everybody disappeared,” Berci said in a 2021
interview with the Beverly Press and Park Labrea
News. “So, we disappeared too.” 

Berci then worked for the Hungarian underground
resistance movement, risking his life to help Jews in
hiding by delivering false documents. 

“This was extremely dangerous,” he said. “But I
did it because it had to be done.” 

He earned his medical degree from the University
of Szeged in 1950, the beginning of a groundbreak-

ing career in medicine. By 1953, he cofounded one of
the first experimental surgical divisions in Europe.
As a surgeon, Berci helped treat injuries during the
1956 Hungarian Revolution and pioneered a method
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The West Hollywood Planning Commission will consider a ban on gun
sales within 1,000 feet of any place offering alcoholic beverages.

n Ceremonies commemorate lives lost in attacks

n Dr. George Berci dies at 103

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai 

The accomplished Cedars-Sinai doctor and
Holocaust survivor is remembered for his ground-
breaking contributions to the surgical field. 

Pioneering Cedars-Sinai physician mourned

WeHo considers major stand on gun sales 

Twenty-three years later, 
Sept. 11 is not forgotten

End-of-summer heat wave
scorches greater L.A. area

photo by Tabor Brewster 

Beverly Hills will commemorate the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks with a
ceremony at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 11. 

By TaBor BrewsTer                                     

By rance collins                 
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La Cienega Park Community Center will serve as a cooling center
in Beverly Hills during the excessive heat warning. 

By TaBor BrewsTer           

By TaBor BrewsTer            

https://www.dordicklaw.com


The Los Angeles Planning
Commission is scheduled to consid-
er the Television City 2050 project
at a hearing on Thursday, Sept. 12,
at 8:30 a.m. 

Hackman Capital Partners, owner
of the historic studio at Beverly
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue, is
proposing to modernize and expand
facilities at the approximately 25-
acre studio site. The TVC 2050
Project would establish the TVC
2050 Specific Plan to allow for the
continuation of existing studio uses
and new production facilities. 

If approved, the plan would per-

mit up to a maximum of 1,724,000
square feet of sound stage, produc-
tion support, production office, gen-
eral office and retail uses. It would
also allow for traffic circulation
improvements, parking, landscap-
ing and open space. Specifically, the
plan would permit up to 1,459,623
square feet of new development, the
retention of 264,377 square feet of
existing uses and the demolition of
up to 479,303 square feet of existing
production facilities. The existing
building’s façade along Beverly
Boulevard, which is designated a
Los Angeles historic-cultural monu-
ment, will be preserved and rehabil-
itated. 

The Planning Commission will
consider the project and appeals to
certification of the environmental
impact report. The public will have
an opportunity to provide input on
the project and can submit written
materials in advance. Following the
Planning Commission hearing, the
project will be considered by the
Los Angeles City Council 

The Planning Commission meets
at Los Angeles City Hall, Room
304, 200 N. Spring St. The agenda
will be posted at least 72 hours in
advance of the meeting at
planning.lacity.gov/about/commis-
sions-boards-hearings. 

2  September 5, 2024 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

    
8444 WILSHIRE BLVD. 

4TH FLOOR
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211 

(323)933-5518 
BEVERLYPRESS.COM

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 36036 

LOS ANGELES, CA  90036

Michael Villalpando 
PUBLISHER

Karen Villalpando 
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Edwin Folven 
editor@beverlypress.com 

EDITOR

Rance Collins 
rance@beverlypress.com 

Tabor Brewster 
tabor@beverlypress.com 

REPORTERS

Chris Erskine 
COLUMNIST

 Michael Krikorian  
Tim Posada, 

Rebecca Villalpando 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Lionel Ochoa
GRAPHIC ARTIST  

Founded 1946

The Beverly Press and Park Labrea News  are  
weekly newspapers, published on Thursdays. 
Mail subscription is $120 annually. Decreed 
newspapers of general circulation, entitled to 
publish legal advertising, Feb. 10, 1960 by 
Superior Court Order No 736637. Decreed 
newspapers of general circulation, entitled to 
publish legal advertising  in the City of 
Beverly Hills and the County of Los Angeles, 
Dec. 22, 2020 by Superior Court Case 
Number 19STCP04891. Government Code 
6008.

‘A Night in
November’ 
Contemporary Irish Arts Center Los
Angeles presents Alan Smyth in “A
Night in November” on Thursday and
Friday, Sept. 5-6, at 8 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 7-8, at
7.30 p.m. at the Pico Playhouse. The
multi-award-winning one-person play,
set in Northern Ireland, centers on
Kenneth McCallister, a bored protes-
tant dole clerk who, after witnessing
the hatred and bigotry of his own
community, sets out on a voyage of
discovery and redemption. Racism,
sectarianism, belonging and soccer
collide in an often hilarious and
deeply moving examination of uncon-
scious bias and national identity.
Tickets are $28.52. 10508 W. Pico
Blvd. eventbrite.com/e/a-night-in-
november-tickets-952545959607. 

Theatricum
Botanicum 
Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum
opens its “Under the Oaks” salon
series with performances of “Hills
Like White Elephants” on Friday,
Sept. 6, Thursday, Sept. 12, and
Saturday, Sept. 13, at 7:30 p.m. An
interdisciplinary adaptation of the
short story by Ernest Hemingway, the
unique events
under the stars
feature a classical
string quartet, act-
ing, singing and
music by com-
posers Caroline
Shaw, Philip Glass
and Louis
Andriessen. Tickets are $35. 1419 N.
Topanga Canyon Blvd.
theatricum.com. 

‘TH IR DS’ 
Last Exit Productions presents the
world premiere of “TH IR DS” from
Friday, Sept. 6, through Sunday, Sept.
29 at the Zephyr Theatre. Written by
Ben Edlin with story by Deborah
Aquila and Ben Edlin, the production
is set in an alternate timeline of
American history in which the Civil
War was never fought and America is
divided into three separate countries:

the Union, the Confederate and
Pacific States of America. When a his-
toric drought threatens, Catherine
Shepard, the world’s most powerful
water tycoon and a citizen of the
Pacific States, must travel into the
Confederacy to negotiate a secret deal
with the government to provide their
people with clean water before it’s too
late. Showtimes are at 8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday; 2 p.m., Sunday. Tickets
are $35. 7456 Melrose Ave. thirdsthe-
play.com. 

Dance at The Ford 
Dance lovers won’t wat to miss
Michelle Dorrance and Friends featur-
ing Jillian Meyers
and Josette
Wiggan on
Friday, Sept. 6, at
8 p.m. at The
Ford. The pro-
gram includes
c o l l a b o r a t i v e
world premieres
and Dorrance’s award-winning chore-
ography. Some of the best tap dancers
in the country unite to bring the audi-
ence a unique evening of music and
cutting-edge tap dance. Tickets start at
$25. 2580 Cahuenga Blvd. East. the-
ford.com/events/performances/3403/2
024-09-06/michelle-dorrance-friends. 

Japanese film 
The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles is
showing “The Wound and the Gift”
(2014) on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 11 a.m.
Directed by Linda Hoaglund, the film
is about the growing movement to res-
cue animals abandoned by human
beings. The narrative core of the film
is a Japanese fable, conveyed in ani-
mated original illustrations, about a
wounded crane saved by peasants who
repays the rescuers with a profound
gift. Admission is free. 5700 Wilshire
Blvd., Ste. 100. jflalc.org. 

Helix Collective 
Helix Collective’s 10-piece ensemble
performs “Level Up! Game Music”
on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 3 p.m. in
Fiesta Hall in West Hollywood’s
Plummer Park. The ensemble per-
forms game music to stunning video
of game play and art from the

Assassin’s Creed and Riot Games to
revolutionary indie games. Tickets
are $17.85. 1166 N. Vista St.
eventbrite.com/e/level-up-tickets-
927008496367?aff=oddtdtcreator. 

Pet books
Join authors W. Bruce Cameron,
Cathryn Michon and their dog, Tucker,
to celebrate the launch of their new
books on Saturday, Sept. 7, from 4-6
p.m. at Wallis Annenberg PetSpace. The
authors will sign copies and read from
“I’m Still Here: A Dog’s Purpose
Forever” by Michon and “Ripley: Fire
Station Five” by Cameron. 12005 Bluff
Creek Dr., Playa Vista. annenbergpet-
space.org/events/3691815. 

Little Ethiopia
Mobility March 
Join a fun-filled day at the Little Ethiopia
Mobility March on Sunday, Sept. 8,
from 10 a.m.-noon. The group will gath-
er at Fairfax Avenue and Pico Boulevard
for a celebration of culture, community
and movement. The event promotes
accessibility and inclusivity. Admission
is free. eventbrite.com/e/destination-lit-
tle-ethiopia-presents-little-ethiopia-
mobility-march-tickets-937163831247.

Arts and crafts 
Enjoy art, crafts and conversation on
Tuesday, Sept. 10, from 10:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. at the Santa Monica Bay
Women’s Club. Bring an unfinished
project or start a new one. Paint, draw,
embroider, collage and crochet. The
group meets weekly on Tuesday. A
donation of $3 is requested. 1210
Fourth St., Santa Monica. (310)390-
7101, or email joanie.tee@gmail.com.

Egyptian art 
The Getty is holding “Eternal Faces:
Portrait Sculpture from Egypt’s Late
Period,” a free webinar on Tuesday,
Sept. 10, at noon. Egyptologist
Campbell Price will explore the multi-
faceted roles of portrait sculptures.
The event coincides with the exhibi-
tion “Sculpted Portraits from Ancient
Egypt,” on view through Jan. 25 at the
Getty Villa. Registration is required.
getty.edu/visit/cal/events/ev_4236.html. 

photo by Edwin Folven 

The Planning Commission will consider a modernization and expansion
plan for the historic Television City lot. 

TV City project set to go before
Planning Commission on Sept. 12

CALENDAR

Beverly Hills
celebrates joy 
of reading

Join Beverly Hills Reads for a
community-wide literary event cen-
tered around best-selling author,
Georgia Hunter’s book, “We Were
the Lucky Ones.”

Read the book, then meet the
author on Sept. 15, from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at El Rodeo Elementary
School, 605 Whittier Drive. The
author discussion will be moderated
by Julie Goler and will include an
audience Q&A. Reservations are
required. To register, visit
bhusd.org/beverlyhillsreads. 

Beverly Hills Reads is presented
by the city of Beverly Hills’
Community Services Department
and Human Relations Commission,
in partnership with the Beverly
Hills Unified School District and
the Beverly Hills Education
Foundation. The initiative aims to
inspire and celebrate reading among
individuals of all ages. 

For information, visit
bhusd.org/beverlyhillsreads. 
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A homeless man who was seen
naked in public multiple times and is
alleged to have committed crimes in
the neighborhoods south of Olympic
Boulevard and east of La Brea
Avenue was arrested on Aug. 25 and
is being held on burglary charges. 

The man, identified as Dushaun
Barnett, 51, allegedly burglarized a
garage at a residence in the 1300
block of South Redondo Blvd.
around 7:55 a.m. on Aug. 25 and
stole tools and clothing. As officers
conducted an investigation at the
scene, they were approached by a
neighbor who told them there was a
naked man in his backyard, police
said. Officers arrested Barnett, who

they determined had earlier burglar-
ized the garage based on video and
witnesses. 

Lt. Mark Ro, with the LAPD’s
Wilshire Division, said the suspect
has a long criminal history involving
robbery, burglary, theft, grand theft
auto and narcotics and parole viola-
tions. Ro said Barnett was charged
with second-degree burglary for the
break-in on Redondo Boulevard. He
is believed to have been homeless
for a prolonged period of time and
has frequented neighborhoods
throughout the Wilshire area. The
department’s Mental Evaluation
Unit was notified and police are
working with L.A. County mental
health authorities to ensure the sus-
pect is held and treated as the crimi-

nal proceedings progress. 
“Because of the underlying con-

cerns with mental health issues, I
believe he is still in custody,” Ro
said. “Certainly, we understand the
public safety concerns and want to
make sure they are addressed.” 

Ro said the department’s sexual
assault unit is also investigating and
the suspect for lewd conduct for
being naked in public. 

“He was mostly doing it away
from people and was seen from a
distance as opposed to confronting
people or knocking on doors, but
obviously that is more than enough
to cause concern,” Ro added. 

The lieutenant encouraged resi-
dents to get to know the senior lead
officers assigned to their neighbor-
hoods, who can be reached by call-
ing (213)473-0200. The SLO for the
area is Officer Hebel Rodriguez,
who can be reached by calling
(213)793-0715, or emailing
35738@lapd.online. 

“I always encourage our commu-
nities to correspond with and get to
know their SLOs, who can help get
ahead of some of these quality-of-
life issues, which can sometimes
grow into bigger problems,” Ro
said. “Good things will always hap-
pen when the community works
with their local police.” 

Anyone with information about
incidents involving the suspect is
urged to call detectives at (213)922-
8205 or (213)473-0476. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247. 

Police arrest naked unhoused man in Wilshire area 

photo courtesy of YouTube 

Police located security footage from residences showing the man fre-
quently appearing naked in public. 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department held a diverse license
and sobriety checkpoint on Aug.
30 from 7 p.m.-2 a.m. at North
Santa Monica Boulevard and
Crescent Drive. 

A total of 1,800 vehicles passed
through the checkpoint and 391
were screened. One driver was

arrested for DUI and five drivers
were cited for driving without a
license. DUI checkpoints are held
at locations where there have been
a high number of impaired dri-
ving-related crashes. The check-
points promote public safety by
taking suspected impaired drivers
off the road. 

One arrested and five cited 
at BHPD sobriety checkpoint

photo courtesy of BHPD 

Drivers who passed through the BHPD checkpoint were contacted
by officers trained to detect drug and alcohol impairment.

Police are cautioning about two
robberies that occurred during the
past week in the Melrose area. 

The suspects used force and
threats during the unrelated hold-
ups and were not armed, police
said. The incidents illustrate the
need to exercise caution when in
public and to be aware of sur-
roundings, said Lt. Mark Ro, with
the LAPD’s Wilshire Division.  

One incident occurred on Aug.
31 around 7 p.m. in the 7400
block of Melrose Avenue, near
Martel Avenue. A female victim
was alone in her parked vehicle
when three male suspects walked
up and one stole her purse. 

“She was just sitting in her car.
She tried to retain her purse but
the suspect pushed her off,” Ro
added. “What I’d like the public
to know is to be careful. This type
of robbery happens at gas stations
a lot when people get out of their
vehicle and leave their purse or
phone on the seat. In this case, the
victim said she didn’t notice
when he approached.” 

Officers later arrested two of

the suspects, identified as Byron
Windham, 24, and Aslon Miles,
23, of Los Angeles. The third man
is still sought by police.

Ro said the second incident
was an “e-commerce robbery”
where a victim was selling jewel-
ry online and met a buyer on
Sept. 2 around 3 p.m. in the 900
block of North Formosa Avenue. 

“They agreed to meet and the
suspect did not want to pay for
the jewelry,” Ro added. “The vic-
tim confronted him and the sus-
pect verbally threatened that he
had a gun, although no gun was
seen. We see a lot of these e-com-
merce robberies coming up, and I
like to remind people that they
should do these transactions
through reputable websites and
meet in a public place like
Starbucks or somewhere that is
well-lit. When they tell you to go
to a secluded parking lot or some-
where like that, be careful,
because sometimes bad things
happen.” 

Anyone with information
about the robberies is urged to
call detectives at (213)922-8205
or (213)473-0476. 

Police warn about hold-ups
committed in Melrose area

photo by Edwin Folven 

A suspect robbed a victim on Aug. 31 who was sitting in her vehicle
near Melrose and Martel avenues.   

One of two suspects in a $1 mil-
lion watch robbery in Beverly Hills
pleaded not guilty to federal charges
on Tuesday, Sept. 3. 

The suspect, Jamer Mauricio
Sepulveda Salazar, 21, of
Colombia, was allegedly part of a
“crime tourism” group that came
the United States to carry out high-
profile robberies and then return to
South America. 

Sepulveda Salazar and Jesus
Eduardo Padron Rojas, 19, of
Venezuela, allegedly robbed a man
at gunpoint as he dined with his
family on the patio of THE Blvd
restaurant outside the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel at 9500 Wilshire
Blvd. on Aug. 7. 

According to the police report,
the man was eating dinner with his
wife and two daughters when a sus-
pect approached him at approxi-
mately 6:41 p.m. and pointed a
semi-automatic handgun at him. A
second suspect approached and took
his Patek Philippe watch, which
according to the victim is valued $1
million. Both suspects fled the scene
and were later arrested. 

Sepulveda Salazar was charged
with one count of interference with
commerce by robbery and one
count of possessing a firearm in fur-
therance of a crime of violence. If
convicted on all counts, Sepulveda
Salazar faces a maximum sentence

of life in prison. 
A trial for Sepulveda Salazar is

scheduled to begin on Oct. 22. 
The suspects were also linked to a

separate watch robbery on Aug. 5,
in which a $30,000 Rolex was
stolen at gunpoint from a person in
the 400 block of Doheny Road. 

The Beverly Hills Police
Department searched the South Los
Angeles Airbnb where the pair were
reportedly staying. In the raid,
authorities located a handgun
belonging to ex-LAPD officer

Christopher Dorner, who killed four
people and injured three during a
series of targeted attacks in 2013.
Los Angeles Police Department
Chief Dominic Choi said that the
gun was not Dorner’s department-
issued weapon. However, it is
unclear how the weapon ended up
in the suspects’ possession.
According to Los Angeles
Magazine, the firearm was reported
stolen by Dorner while he was an
LAPD officer, before he went on the
2013 rampage. 

Beverly Hills watch robbery suspect arraigned 

photo by Tabor Brewster 

The robbery occurred on Aug. 7 as a man dined with his family on the
patio of THE Blvd restaurant. 

By taBor Brewster               

By edwin folven              

By edwin folven                 

The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office has announced a
significant step forward in addressing
and combating hate crimes. With hate
crimes on the rise, the office is com-
mitted to holding perpetrators
accountable, addressing the root
causes of bias and fostering commu-

nity reconciliation, District Attorney
George Gascón said. 

Gascón made the announcement at
a press conference on Aug. 29 with
Robin Toma, executive director of the
Los Angeles County Commission on
Human Relations, and members of
LADA’s Hate Crimes Unit.  

Recent statistics underscore the
alarming trend of hate crimes in
California. Los Angeles County files
more hate crime cases than any other
county in California. To report hate
crimes and for information on
resources, call 211 or visit
lavshate.org.

D.A.’s office doubles down on addressing hate crimes 
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Bill provides billions for transit projects

California Assembly Bill 761 is
just awaiting Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s signature. The bill will
help deliver critical money to com-
munities to help fund infrastructure
and reach environmental goals.  

“In a nutshell, it allows munici-
palities to take advantage of new
federal transportation funding and
loans,” said Assemblywoman
Laura Friedman (D-Glendale), who
sponsored the bill. “It aligns some
of our existing programs with the
timetables in President Biden’s fed-
eral Transportation Infrastructure
Finance Innovation Loans. That
program was bipartisanly support-
ed to help states and cities fund
large transportation projects. The
way that it does that is by using
what’s called tax increment financ-

ing, which is where you are able to
use federal taxes that you would
have gotten in the future to pay
back loans that you get today from
the federal government.” 

Essentially, Friedman explained,
it is a way to unlock federal loans
without burdening taxpayers by
using future increases in the tax
rates obtained by economic advan-
tages from developing projects. 

“AB 761 extends the period of
Enhanced Infrastructure Financing
Districts from 45 to 75 years for
passenger rail projects, leading to
lower annual payments and
increased financing capacity, mak-
ing EIFDs more viable tools for
jurisdictions pursuing critical tran-
sit investments,” Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors Chair
Lindsey Horvath, 3rd District, said.
“Assemblymember Friedman’s bill
unlocks the potential of EIFDs to
meaningfully invest in community-
building and place-making
throughout Los Angeles County. As
the K Line Northern Extension

West Hollywood Mayor John
Erickson said. 

Friedman also pointed out how
the funding could accelerate Los
Angeles County’s transportation
future. 

“We have a terrible problem in
Los Angeles with traffic congestion,
that impacts the parking, and of
course, we don’t have enough hous-
ing. People are are very leery of
adding more housing when they feel
that it’s going to add to that traffic
congestion problem. I get it. If every
resident that comes is bringing a car
with them, that’s a tremendous
impact on land, on our environment
and on our ability to get around the
city. And the solution to that is really
good, high quality, meaningful and
safe public transportation. That is
how grown-up cities all around the
world have made their cities more
livable,” she said. 

She went on to explain that the
“freedom” that comes with robust
transportation would revolutionize
L.A. 

“For people who aren’t used to
being in a city like that, the amount
of freedom it gives you … you real-
ly can’t understand it until you’re in
a city where you can literally hop
on a bus, get off where you want –
or hop on the train, get off where
you want – do what you need to do,
move around and not have to worry
about where you parked or parking
or if a meter is running out. Where
did I leave the car? Oh, what’s the
congestion going to be like going
home? You just literally hop back
onto the train or the bus to get back
home again,” Friedman added. “It’s
a wonderful way to get around a
city.” 

Newsom has until Sept. 30 to
sign the bill into law. 

By Rance collins                 

moves through the public process
and we work to expedite project
completion, having extended terms
for EIFDs and federal support made
possible by the Biden-Harris
administration will be invaluable to
realizing this transformational
line.” 

“For the city of West Hollywood,
it could mean more than $22 billion
in funding over the next few
decades, and would assist with the
developing K Line Metro
Extension,” Freidman said. 

In her letter to Newsom support-
ing the bill, Friedman noted that the
funding could allow for a major
economic hub to develop, creating a
“backbone” of the Metro system
and serving nearly 250,000 work-
ers, 325,000 residents, 770 regional
destinations and 80,000 zero-to-one
car households. Her statistic projec-
tions are based on the San
Vicente/Fairfax alternative option
of the K Line extension, one of
three proposed configurations that
would connect the Crenshaw area
to Hollywood. The alignment is
also the preference of the city of
West Hollywood, as it would have
Metro rail pass through the city’s
Rainbow District, among other eco-
nomic and residential centers.  

“This bill allows us to access fed-
eral monies to not only be able to
secure loan financing to further
invest in the expansion of the K
Line to West Hollywood, but this
bill is essential to Metro coming to
West Hollywood in a future fas-
tened timeline for us to make sure
that we’re making due on the
promise to invest in our cities,”

photo courtesy of Laura Friedman 

A California bill sponsored by Assemblywoman Laura Friedman could
accelerate funding for transportation projects like the Metro K Line
Extension, which would service West Hollywood. 

n Friedman-sponsored
bill will add $22 billion 
for rail line through WeHo

The Los Angeles County
Department of Economic
Opportunity and the County Film
Office awarded $4 million to 363
COVID-19 impacted small and
micro businesses supporting the
entertainment industry through
the Entertainment Business
Interruption Fund Grant program. 

Funded by the American
Rescue Plan Act, the program

was established through a July
2023 motion by L.A. County
Board of Supervisors Chair
Lindsay Horvath, 3rd District,
and Supervisor Kathryn Barger,
5th District The Entertainment
BIF provided grants of either
$10,000 or $25,000 to diverse
small and micro businesses. 

For information and eligibility
criteria, visit  grants.lacounty.gov. 

$4 million awarded to businesses

https://www.beverlyhills.org/1443/Next-Night-Street-Festival
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:               Citywide, West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing re-

garding an ordinance of the City Council of the City of West 
Hollywood amending the West Hollywood Municipal Code 
to prohibit an establishment that offers firearms for sale 
from being located within 1,000 feet of an establishment of-
fering alcoholic beverage sales.  

 
PERMIT(S):                 Ordinance, and any other required permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):          City of West Hollywood 

 
TIME/PLACE               Thursday, September 19, 2024  
OF HEARING:             at 6:30 p.m. 
                                    West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –  
                                    Council Chambers 
                                    625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                    West Hollywood, CA  90069 

 
ZONES:                       Citywide 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                      Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
§15061(b)(3) (Review for Exemption) 

 
 

Complete digital agenda packets will be available on Thursday, September 12, 
2024, and additional information regarding participation options can be found on 
the posted agenda or the calendar page on-line at www.weho.org 
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to 
express their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, 
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Com-
mission, via the Community Development Department at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. 
 
To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), 
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at 
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
For further information regarding this item, contact Tahirah Farris, Senior Planner 
at (323) 848-6472, or via email at: tfarris@weho.org 
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной 
информациR4B ffи на русском языке звоните: 323­848­6826.

The Los Angeles City Council 
approved a motion on Sept. 3 call-
ing on the city attorney and chief 
legislative analyst to provide a 
detailed report analyzing the impact 
of a recent federal ruling on public 
homelessness and its impact on how 
the city is addressing the problem.  

The motion was authored by 
Councilwoman Traci Park, 11th 
District, in conjunction with 
Council President Paul Krekorian 
and Councilmembers John Lee, 
Monica Rodriguez, Kevin de Leon 
and Curren Price. Specifically, the 
motion calls for a report on how the 
United States Supreme Court ruling 
in the case of City of Grants Pass, 
Oregon v. Johnson affects city of 
Los Angeles laws on sleeping, lying 
and storing property on public side-
walks and streets, and living in vehi-
cles. The Supreme Court ruling, 
issued on June 28, allows cities and 
counties to ticket and arrest people 
for illegally camping on streets and 
sidewalks. The ruling gave munici-
pal and county governments discre-
tion to decide whether or not to 
enforce anti-camping laws on pub-
lic rights of way.  

The ruling was widely denounced 
by local city and county officials, 
including Los Angeles Mayor 
Karen Bass and Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors chair 
Lindsey Horvath, 3rd District, who 
said homelessness would not be 
criminalized in L.A. The city and 
county currently use programs such 
as Inside Safe and Pathway Home 
to provide outreach and resources 
for people on the streets before 
moving them into interim housing 
and later permanent units. In the 
wake of the ruling, city and county 

leaders gathered with representa-
tives of the Los Angeles County 
Homelessness Authority and 
recommitted to the current plan.  

On Sept. 3, the City Council 
asked for an in-depth analysis of the 
city’s regulations. The report will be 
used to determine how to potential-
ly proceed with addressing home-
lessness in the future. Prior to the 
motion’s approval, Councilman 
Hugo Soto-Martinez, 13th District, 
asked for an amendment to the 
motion seeking a report on current 
laws in the 87 other cities in Los 
Angeles County that restrict sleep-
ing in the public right-of-way, as 
well as the estimated annual costs 
for enforcement by police and city 
personnel, and expenses related to 
courts, jails and the processing of 
citations involving unhoused indi-
viduals. The council unanimously 
approved the amended motion with-
out further comment.  

Park, whose district in the Venice 
area has been the site of many 
homeless encampments and high-
profile crimes involving unhoused 
individuals, said the city needs to do 
more to address the problem. The 
report will help the city chart a new 
path forward, she said.  

“In the two months since the 
Supreme Court affirmed Los 
Angeles’ right to protect health, 
safety and accessibility on its side-
walks and public spaces, cities 
across our region have taken action, 
updating their laws to effectively 
address encampments, while Los 
Angeles has not reassessed a single 
rule,” Park said. “I’m pleased that 
my request for a report back from 
our city attorney was approved 
unanimously so that we can get the 
information we need to chart a path 
forward in the aftermath of Grants 
Pass.”  

Councilmember Katy 
Yaroslavsky, 5th District, supports 
looking into changes that could 

improve efforts to curb homeless-
ness. However, she remains com-
mitted to providing resources and 
establishing interim housing to give 
people a place to go, spokesman 
Leo Daube said.   

“This report is really about our 
abilities as a city and what tools are 
available due to this decision,” 
Daube added. “The thing that 
makes progress on homelessness is 
getting people off the street and into 
housing, and that’s what we’re 
focused on. But there may be more 
tools in the toolbox to do a better 
job.”  

The council is seeking the report 
as soon as possible. No timeline was 
given for when it will return to the 
City Council. 

Council calls for report following 
Supreme Court Grants Pass decision 
n City still grapples  
with tents on sidewalks 

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                 

photo by Edwin Folven  

Planters were placed on Romaine Street to keep people from returning 
to the site of a previous encampment.  

The city of West Hollywood 
invites community members to apply 
for the fall cohort of the Civic 
Leadership Academy, which begins 
Sept. 18 and runs through Nov. 20.  

Responding to a community desire 
for more insight into West 
Hollywood’s day-to-day operations 
and civic processes, this unique 
multi-session program launched in 
spring 2024. It provides each cohort 
of approximately 25 community 
members with an in-depth under-
standing of how West Hollywood’s 
local government operates and deliv-
ers services. The Civic Leadership 
Academy empowers participants to 
advance community priorities and 
shape the future of local governance.  

The city will host its next Civic 
Leadership Academy cohort, 
enrolling community members in a 
curriculum of weekly in-person 
learning sessions. All sessions will 
take place in West Hollywood and 
refreshments will be provided at each 
session.   

The Civic Leadership Academy 
offers an in-depth exploration of city 
policies and operations, providing 
vital context to community stake-
holders. Each week, attendees will 
interact with city leaders, staff, com-
munity service organizations and city 
partners. Sessions will feature work-
shops, roundtables, lectures, tours 

and networking opportunities. Each 
session will include a Q&A session. 
The program is built upon a founda-
tion of open discussions and knowl-
edge-sharing to empower an 
informed, involved, and engaged 
community.  

Civic Leadership Academy partic-
ipants can be residents, employees, 
appointed officials, city staff and 
stakeholders. Attendees who partici-
pate in at least eight sessions will 
receive a certificate of completion.  

The city is currently accepting 
applications for the fall Civic 
Leadership Academy. Enrollment is 
limited and applications are reviewed 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Apply by visiting 
engage.weho.org/leadershipacademy. 

WeHo prepares to launch fall  
Civic Leadership Academy 

Beverly Press/Park Labrea News file photo  

Learn about government during the 
Civic Leadership Academy. 

https://www.weho.org/
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The Department of Homeland
Security announced that Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass has secured fed-
eral support for the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights, also
known as CHIRLA, Clínica Romero
and the Central American Resource
Center to assist immigrant families
who have recently arrived in Los
Angeles in need of supportive ser-
vices. 

“The Coalition for Humane

Immigrant Rights, Clínica Romero
and the Central American Resource
Center have been on the frontlines
providing assistance to new immi-
grant arrivals in our city,” Bass said.
“I want to thank Secretary Mayorkas
and the Department of Homeland
Security for their partnership and for
providing these organizations in the
L.A. region with support to provide
life-saving assistance.” 

Bass appealed directly to

Department of Homeland Security
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas,
Acting Deputy Secretary Kristie
Canegallo, FEMA Administrator
Deanne Criswell and White House
officials to secure the support.  

“We are committed with these
resources to continue to receive our
migrant community with efficiency
and dignity they deserve,” CHIRLA
executive director Angelica Salas
said. 

L.A. secures funds to help immigrants and refugees 

photo by Edwin Folven 

A project proposed for the northeast corner of Sunset and Highland
Avenue may replace commercial buildings with housing. 

photo courtesy of Mayor Karen Bass’ office 

Mayor Karen Bass recently toured CHIRLA’s new building near
Downtown Los Angeles. 

Housing considered for project on Sunset

A mixed-use office and commer-
cial project proposed on the north-
east corner of Sunset Boulevard and
Highland Avenue in Hollywood
may be altered to include affordable
housing, according to the developer
and the Los Angeles Department of
City Planning.  

The project, called the CMNTY
Culture Campus, is proposed by
Thomas St. John Group. It was
announced in 2022 at 1518-1536 N.
Highland Ave. and 6751-6767 W.
Sunset Blvd, at the site of a strip
mall and adjacent commercial build-
ings. It was initially proposed to
include 430,000 square feet of cre-
ative office space, 10,000 square feet
for music studios and production
areas, 10,000 square feet of artist

hospitality space, 10,000 square feet
of education and performance space,
4,400 square feet of retail space and
a 500-seat outdoor performance
venue. Thomas St. John Group has
now partnered with Lincoln
Property Company to explore new
uses at the site, including affordable
housing, and has started the applica-
tion process with the planning
department. 

Specifics about the affordable
housing, including the number of
units, have not yet been released and
the developer did not return a
request for comment. However,
Lincoln Property Company con-
firmed in a statement that housing is
being explored at the property. 

“This site sits in the center of one
of the most dynamic locations in the
nation and we are thrilled for the
opportunity to join the development
team. The potential for this property
in the heart of Hollywood is tremen-
dous, and we’re actively exploring
highest and best use site strategies

ing and once it is filed, the planning
entitlement process for the project
will begin.  

Nick Barnes-Batista, a spokesman
for City Councilman Hugo Soto-
Martinez, said the office did not
have any new information about the
housing component for the project. 

“Our office would welcome pro-
posals for much-needed affordable
housing in Hollywood,” he added. 

For information on the planning
department’s review of the project,
visit planning.lacity.gov/develop-
ment-services/eir/cmnty-culture-
campus-project. 

By edwin folven                 

that will create value and deliver a
landmark project for the city, its res-
idents and the local community,”
said Rob Kane, senior executive vice
president and market leader for
Southern California for Lincoln
Property Company. “While original-
ly envisioned as a creative office
project with music recording and
video production as a core compo-
nent, shifting market dynamics make
residential an attractive alternative
for the site.” 

Kane is leading the process of pur-
suing alternative residential uses.
The architectural firm HKS is creat-
ing the residential plan. 

The planning department con-
firmed that the project is in the pre-
application review phase and the
developer submitted a form on Aug.
14 regarding changes that would
include housing. It was assigned to a
planner with the department’s
Affordable Housing Services
Section on Aug. 28. A Department of
City Planning Application is pend-

n Initial plans called for
creative office and 
commercial space

https://beverlyhills.org/1430/Outdoor-Warning-System
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EUGENE, Ore. -- There is some-
thing inherently shameless about a
college town. You comb your hair
with your fingers and set your ratty
old couches out on the curb for
months. There is no such thing as
hygiene up here. Rule of thumb:
You empty the kitchen trash only
after it’s spilled to the floor for three
days. Then it’s time to empty the
trash.

Welcome back to college,
Daddy-O. Don’t judge.

Yet, I can’t help myself.
More and more, college itself

seems a dubious expense. A liberal
arts degree carries so little weight
anymore that my son might be bet-
ter off if I gave him the $200k for a
crypto startup or a lawn-care busi-
ness. The administrations spend
frivolously on cushy dorm suites
and rec centers, then barely pay the
grad assistants. 

The faculty is feral and mostly
out-of-touch with the lightning-
quick changes taking place in the

real world. The kids know way
more tech than they do.

I did run across an anthropology
major who hopes to get into
Beverly Hills real estate. And a
budding geologist who wants to
work in lithium.

So it’s not like these kids don’t
have big dreams. My son
Smartacus, heading into his senior
year, wants to buy the Chicago
White Sox and run them into the
ground for tax reasons. I said, “Son,
someone’s beaten you to it.”

“What about the Angels?” he
asks.

Ditto.
The innocence of college stu-

dents still stirs me. At the big game
on Saturday, one young scholar
tucked little bottles of Fireball bour-
bon in the stretchy waist of her
Lululemons. Now that’s industri-
ous. Sipping warm bourbon on a
scorching hot day seems a rite of
passage that every young American
woman should experience, then
regret.

In Erskine 101, we teach: “If you
don’t accumulate a few regrets in
life, have you ever even lived?”

As such, these kids seem to drink
bad beer constantly, just like col-
lege students always have. The
young women trend toward icy
cranberry-vodkas. And they do
stuff with Red Bull that might be a
cocktail, might be a solvent. As I
said earlier, it’s not my role to
judge. 

“Did you hear about the Idaho
football fan?” I ask. “He died while
drinking his milk.”

“What happened?” they ask.
“The cow fell on him,” I explain.
Now, as you know, my brain is a

gated community. I am so suburban
they mow me once a week. I strug-
gle in a world of constant data
breeches and TVs that no one can
work.

To be out among these terrific
kids is a bit of culture shock. It’s
like traveling to a far-off land with
no cops, no curfews, no laws. Tip
jars in college bars always overflow
with kindness. Did I mention the
lack of hygiene?

Yet, I have to think these young
renegades are just what the future
requires. If nothing else, college
teaches them not to think exactly
like their parents have for the past
thousand years. College teaches
them to break those bonds, go out

on their own, eat bad pizza and
those awful boneless wings, then
re-invent the future.

Stay tuned for how all that works
out.

Meanwhile, I am bunking at a
cozy AirBnB where the bed takes
up most of the living space and the
bathroom is 50 paces away in the
garage.

Basically, it is a hippy-dippy par-
adise, much like college itself. As I
write this, a hummingbird skinny
dips in the backyard fountain, mak-
ing that click-click-click the little
birds do, like fingernails taping
glass. 

Up here, there are so many flow-
ers, they haven’t even named them
all. And all the homes seem like
starter homes. In L.A., there are no
more starter homes. Here, I think
the mayor lives in one. 

Bottom line, I really like it here
in Eugene. It seems faintly collec-

tivist. Lots of smokers. Everyone
wears beards, even some of the
women. A few of the young men
wear long cocktail dresses. Eugene
is basically an all-inclusive alterna-
tive lifestyle resort receptive to any-
thing.

“Never call the police!” one post-
ed flyer urges.

Well, OK. Whom should I call?
Your mother?

In the end, I’m not going to judge
whether all this is good or bad, right
or wrong. College just is. It remains
the last great American perk … the
final bacchanal before adulthood,
which as we know lasts almost for-
ever. 

“I’m in no rush to get a job,” a
senior named Caitlin tells me.
“Everyone tells me to take my
time.”

Please do. 
For more columns, please go to

ChrisErskineLA.com.

Welcome back to college, Daddy-O 

photo by Chris Erksine

Collegians enjoy the big game, on the cusp of another festive fall semester.

‘Carved’ jack-o-lanterns illuminate
Descanso Gardens this fall 

This fall, Descanso Gardens
invites visitors to immerse them-
selves in the wonder of two return-
ing beloved events – “Carved” and
“Enchanted Forest of Light” –
offering new surprises and
enhanced experiences for all ages. 

“We are thrilled to welcome
everyone back to Descanso
Gardens for ‘Carved’ and
‘Enchanted,’” CEO Juliann Rooke
said. “These events have become
treasured traditions and this year,
we’ve gone above and beyond to
introduce new features that will
make the experience even more
magical. We look forward to seeing
you and your loved ones create
unforgettable memories in our
beautifully illuminated gardens.” 

“Carved” is an illuminated
pumpkin spectacle. Step into a daz-
zling world on a route with more
pumpkin-themed fun. The model
trains of the Descanso Railroad will
glow with special lighting, and vis-
itors will encounter a whimsical
family of wood spirits carved from
five massive logs by Chainsaw
Jenna. Marvel at intricate jack-o’-
lanterns, hand-carved giant pump-
kins and the stunning “Rhizome”
installation by artists Tom and Lien
Dekyvere. 

“Carved” runs from Oct. 4-30
and is open from 6-10 p.m. Entry
times are at 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7
p.m., 7:30 p.m., 8 p.m., 8:30 p.m.
and 9 p.m. 

“Enchanted Forest of Light,”
debuting Nov. 17 for the holiday
season, promises a nighttime gar-

den of wonders. Journey through
“Enchanted Forest of Light,” where
inventive light installations trans-
form familiar spaces into extraordi-
nary, dreamlike landscapes. The
model trains of the Descanso
Railroad will be lit especially for
the holiday season, with returning
favorites like the magical “stained
glass” houses by Tom Fruin, geo-
metric structures by HYBYCOZO,
a vibrant Flower Power installation
and the beautifully lit Ancient
Forest. Enjoy the seasonal
ambiance with hot drinks and
delectable treats available for pur-
chase. 

“Enchanted Forest of Light” runs
from Nov. 17-Jan. 5 (closed Nov.
28, Dec. 24–25) and is open from
5:30-10 p.m. Entry times are 5:30
p.m., 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7 p.m., 7:30
p.m., 8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets for “Carved” are current-
ly on sale. Member presale for
“Enchanted Forest of Light” begins
on Sept. 10 at 10 a.m., with tickets
available to non-members starting
on Sept. 17 at 10 a.m. Adult tickets
are $28-$38 for members, $35-$45
for non-members. Children’s tick-
ets are $18-$38 for members, $25-
$30 for non-members. Children
under 2 are free. 

An exclusive preview party
fundraiser for “Enchanted Forest of
Light” will be held on Saturday,
Nov. 16. Tickets are $250 per per-
son. Descanso Gardens is located at
1418 Descanso Drive, La Cañada
Flintridge. For tickets and informa-
tion, visit descansogardens.org. 

by  
Chris  
Erskine

photo courtesy of Descanso Gardens 

“Carved” includes intricate jack-o’-lanterns and hand-carved giant
pumpkins for the Halloween season. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KLM9FWS
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Rev. Cooper Ledesma retires from Hollywood UMC
n Church’s longtime
pastor leaves legacy of
community
By Rance collins                 

photo courtesy of Hollywood United Methodist Church

Rev. Kathy Cooper Ledesma has served as the senior pastor at
Hollywood United Methodist Church since 2006.

During her decades-long min-
istry, Rev. Kathy Cooper Ledesma
has served as a compassionate and
loyal faith leader in the Hollywood
community. As the senior pastor of
Hollywood United Methodist
Church, when a parishioner was
sick or nearing the end of their life,
she would be there for them, often
at their bedside, as she was for
Suzanne Dodd.

“When push comes to shove,
Rev. Kathy is there,” said Ruth
Williamson, who leads the worship
and arts team at the church. “[She
was] praying around Suzanne’s bed
and keeping vigil.”

Cooper Ledesma visited Dodd at
the hospital every day, a partner in
her fight against cancer until Dodd
died in February. Just a few months
prior, Cooper Ledesma had done
the same for long-time member
Richard Settle, who had long been
the unofficial photographer for
HUMC.

“I saw him the day before he
died, and Rev. Kathy was there,”
Williamson said. “She had tears in
her eyes. She really felt for each
and every person she was minister-
ing to.”

On Sept. 8, Cooper Ledesma will
retire, preaching her last sermon at
HUMC and marking the end of a
chapter that started in 1986, when
she came to church as a pastoral
intern.

“I arrived in the first week of
September, and the second week of
September, the first person in the
congregation to be diagnosed with
full-blown AIDS was made known.
That was the very beginning of the
pandemic as it affected the church,”
Cooper Ledesma said. “We were
the only church in Hollywood that
was actively doing outreach with
folks who were gay and dying. A lot
of churches were just saying, ‘No,
we don’t want you. Go away.’ They
were not welcoming.”

During her initial years associat-
ed with the church, Cooper
Ledesma assisted with crafting
patches for the AIDS Quilt, stitched
in the campus’ backrooms – and
then later packing lunches for
Project Angel Food – which also
started at the church, packing nutri-
tious meals for HIV/AIDS patients. 

“It was a time when Ronald
Reagan wouldn’t even mention the
word AIDS. He wouldn’t say it. It
was hard time,” she recalled.

Cooper Ledesma was an
Alabama-born kid. Her father died
when she young, and she moved
with her mother to South Los
Angeles. She said that while the
move was something of a culture
shock for the family, it set the stage
for her ministry.

“[Living in L.A.] helped us to
understand the diversity of God’s
people and the beauty that comes in
that diversity,” she explained.

But initially, Cooper Ledesma’s
sights were set on the courtroom. 

“I had always been on a trajecto-
ry from junior high on to go to law
school,” she said. “I was going to
be a lawyer no matter what.”

Cooper Ledesma was a political
science major at Occidental
College – where, it should be noted,
she had classes with future
President Barack Obama – but
while her heart for social justice
remained, her involvement in cam-
pus ministries shifted her focus.

“The college chaplain suggested
that [after graduating] I apply for a
two-year internship with Bread for
The World, a Christian citizens
organization combating hunger,
based in Washington, D.C. And so,
I did, and I got the job. And while
there … God just did something in
the back of my head saying,
‘Maybe law school is not what I’m
calling you to do. Maybe you
should go to seminary instead.’ And
ultimately, that was the decision I
made,” she said.

So, in 1984, she began her mas-
ter’s program in urban ministries
with the Claremont School of
Theology. It was while she was
there that she was assigned as an
intern to HUMC. She remained an
active member for several years.
She got married in the church, and
her children were baptized in it. But
she took a roundabout route to
becoming the church’s senior pas-
tor.

“In 1990, I was assigned to St.
Luke’s United Methodist in
Highland Park. It was a bilingual
congregation, so I had an English
speaking and a Spanish speaking
congregation, and I served them for
seven years,” she said. “Then in
1997, I was assigned full time to the
California Council of Churches to
do public policy outreach with
churches on hunger and homeless-
ness.”

During this period, then-HUMC
Rev. Ed Hanson asked if Cooper
Ledesma would help with the chil-
dren’s and youth ministries at the
church. This opened the door for
her to become the senior pastor
upon Hanson’s retirement in 2006.

Almost immediately after taking
the position, HUMC was thrust into
the national spotlight. When
Proposition 8 was passed in
California, banning same-sex mar-
riage in the state, Cooper Ledesma
led the congregation in taking a
stand against it.

“It was a fulcrum in society, and
it was also an issue that we worked
on with intentionality and the
denomination. We worked for mar-
riage equality,” she said.

The church’s stance was so con-
troversial that the notoriously con-
servative Kansas-based Westboro
Baptist Church threatened to picket

the church.
“We just said, ‘Come on over.

We’ll give you sandwiches and
water.’ And ultimately, Megan
Phelps-Roper, who left the cult and
who was their communications per-
son, came to worship with us and
[credited us with] reevaluating what
she’d been taught all those years,”
Cooper Ledesma said.

She was married to her husband,
fellow minister Rev. Rene
Ledesma, who died in 2014, for 26
years. The couple had two children,
her son James – a baker – and trans
daughter Jolie – who has followed
her mother’s footsteps, working
with the homeless community in
Denver, Colorado.

During her 18 years as senior
pastor at HUMC, she said she
worked to create an open, accepting
community, which also included
outreach to homeless neighbors.
One in particular, a woman named
Raquel who lived for years on the
corner of Highland and Franklin
avenues outside the church, touched
Cooper Ledesma’s heart.

“We did everything we could to
care for her, to love her up, to get
her conserved, and nothing
worked,” she remembered.
“Finally, through the efforts of
Housing Works … the county men-
tal health department got moving
and got her in the process to be con-
served.”

Raquel is now in an assisted liv-
ing facility, and Cooper Ledesma
continues to speak with and visit
her on a regular basis.

The list of Cooper Ledesma’s
involvement in community organi-
zations is almost endless. She has

served on the Los Angeles County
Bring LA HOME! Blue Ribbon
Panel on Ending Homelessness.
She was a part of the interfaith advi-
sory group for People Assisting the
Homeless and the faith-based
Hollywood Homeless Task Force.
She’s a member of homeless assis-
tance organization Hollywood
4WRD. She was on the community
advisory panel of the LAUSD
HIV/AIDS Education and
Prevention Unit. She was on the
county’s Safe Surrender Task
Force, which resulted in the cre-
ation of policies encouraging
women to safely surrender unwant-
ed babies to local hospitals and fire
stations. She co-chaired the Cal-Pac
UM Conference “Imagine No
Malaria” task force. She was an
appointee to the county’s mental
health commission.

For her efforts, she was recently
recognized by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors.

“Since 2006, [Cooper Ledesma]

has worked to intentionally grow
the urban congregation located at
one of the two busiest intersections
in all of Los Angeles into a vibrant,
progressive, reconciling United
Methodist community in the heart
of Hollywood,” Board of
Supervisors Chair Lindsey
Horvath, 3rd District, said. 

But, most importantly, Cooper
Ledesma’s gave her congregants a
home in an ever-changing metropo-
lis – in some cases, spanning signif-
icant portions of their lives, and
sometimes right to the end.

“You have folks you can come
home to [at HUMC],” she said. “It
doesn’t matter what a person has
been facing out in the wild lands of
Hollywood. You know on Sunday
mornings you can come home.”

Cooper Ledesma’s final service
on Sunday, Sept. 8, will start at 11
a.m. Hollywood United Methodist
Church is located at 6817 Franklin
Ave. For information, visit holly-
woodumc.org.

photo by Richard Settle

Rev. Kathy Cooper Ledesma and church member Pauley Perrette wel-
comed Sen. Cory Booker (D-New Jersey) and then-California Attorney
General Kamala Harris to Hollywood United Methodist Church in 2016.

https://ebellofla.org/
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‘Skelebrate’ Halloween with Boney Island at NHM

photo courtesy of NHM

The Natural History Museum will bring back its spooktacular Halloween
event from Oct. 3-31.

The playful Halloween “skele-
bration” known as Boney Island is
back for a second spooky season at
NHM. The popular L.A.-based
immersive light-up attraction
returns to NHM for its second
straight year, allowing guests to
once again wander the dashingly
transformed Nature Gardens for a
night of supernatural fun while
exploring ghoulishly glowing
exhibits, fascinating creatures of
the night and NHM’s prehistoric
past. 

The hauntingly whimsical inter-
active experience for all ages will

feature familiar sights for long-
time Boney Island fans – skeletons
performing rope tricks and levitat-
ing through hoops, shadow pup-
petry and more. NHM will contin-
ue to expand offerings for the event
with artistic performances, real fos-
sils, live animal presentations and
other ghoulishly glowing installa-
tions. 

This year’s presentation features
food options by local food trucks
and vendors, nightly bar services
for ghoulish guests over the age of
21, family-friendly photo opportu-
nities throughout the Nature

Gardens, museum collection show-
cases and Boney Island branded
merchandise at the “BOO-tique” –
an NHM gift store pop-up.

Boney Island is open on select
dates from Oct. 3-31.

Tickets go on sale on Sept. 3 and
are $25 for adults – $20 for mem-
bers – and $15 for children – $10
for members. Advanced reserva-
tions are encouraged as most nights
are expected to sell out, but limited
tickets will be available onsite dur-
ing regular museum hours and at
the gate. For information, visit
nhm.org/boneyisland.

The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County is located at
900 Exposition Blvd.Abdul pairs up with Boyz II Men 

Paula Abdul will perform at the
Hollywood Bowl on Sept. 13-15.
The former Laker Girl-turned-pop
icon joins the best-selling R&B
group in history, Boyz II Men, for
three fireworks-filled nights of
New Jack Swing, pop, and R&B
classics. Paula Abdul opens with
dance-floor favorites, like “Rush,
Rush,” and “Straight Up,” followed
by Boyz II Men’s sophisticated har-
monies, sincere songwriting, and
some of the biggest songs of all
time. Hear hits like “Opposites
Attract,” “One Sweet Day,” “I’ll
Make Love to You” and
“Motownphilly” on a perfect late
summer night. 

Global icon Abdul is a music
superstar, dancer, renowned chore-
ographer and TV personality, most
notably recognized as an original
judge on “American Idol.” She has
sold 60 million records and earned
numerous awards and recognitions
including 17 MTV Video Music
Award nominations with five wins,
two Grammy Awards, three
American Music Awards, two
Emmy Awards for Outstanding
Choreography, two People’s
Choice Awards as Favorite Female
Music Performer and five Juno

Awards. She was the first entertain-
er to receive the Nickelodeon Kids’
Choice Awards Hall of Fame
Award. Most recently she was fea-
tured performing her classic hit
“Straight Up!” at the iconic Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

For tickets and information, hol-
lywoodbowl.com/events/perfor-
mances/2983/2024-09-13/fire-
works-finale-boyz-ii-men. The
Hollywood Bowl is located at 2301
Highland Ave.

photo courtesy of LA Phil

Paula Abdul will co-headline the
Hollywood Bowl next weekend.

Creative Arts Emmys presented
The Television Academy and

executive producer Bob Bain has
announced presenters for the first
night of the 76th Creative Arts
Emmy Awards. The awards will be
held over two consecutive nights on
Sept. 7-8, at the Peacock Theater at
L.A. LIVE. An edited presentation
of the ceremonies will air Saturday,
Sept. 14, at 8:00 p.m. on FXX.

This year’s presenters are a
diverse blend of beloved television
stars and up-and-coming talents
representing Emmy-nominated
shows and popular television series
across various viewing platforms
and genres.

Presenters for Saturday, Sept. 7,
include B-Boy Victor Montalvo,
Jonathan Bennett, LeVar Burton,
Maksim Chmerkovskiy, Barbara
Corcoran, Mark Cuban, Nikki
Glaser, Derek Hough, Phil
Keoghan, Kristen Kish, Lucy Liu,
Jane Lynch, Katie Maloney, Tig
Notaro, Masi Oka, Melissa
Peterman and Hannah
Waddingham. 

Following its Saturday, Sept. 14,
Creative Arts Emmys telecast, the
76th Creative Arts Emmy Awards
will stream on Hulu Sept. 15- Oct. 9.

For information, please visit
Emmys.com.

“Senators say they fear the N.R.A. and the gun lobby. But I think
that fear must be nothing compared to the fear the first graders in
Sandy Hook Elementary School felt as their lives ended in a hail of
bullets.” 

Gabrielle Giffords (b. 1970)
U. S. House of Representatives
Arizona, 8th District
2007-2012

Gun control advocate Gabrielle Giffords was gravely wounded in
an assassination attempt at a political event on Jan. 8, 2011

In yet another tragic school shooting, we mourn the loss of life
yesterday at Alapachee High School in Winder, Georgia.  

*Source: Brainy Quotes

Notable Quotes

https://www.bhtota.org
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Subway work still in step in September

photo by Edwin Folven

Lane closures are implemented on Cañon Drive south of Wilshire
Boulevard.

Metro subway work is ongoing
throughout September along
Wilshire Boulevard and in sur-
rounding areas. Work on the D Line
subway extension project may
prompt lane closures at multiple
locations.

At Wilshire/Western, street
restoration is in full swing in
September near the subway tunnel
construction staging site. Wilshire
Boulevard is reduced to two lanes
in each direction between Oxford
Avenue and Saint Andrews Place.

Street restoration work is also
ongoing along Wilshire Boulevard
near La Brea Avenue. Wilshire
Boulevard will be intermittently
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion through Sept. 6 between La
Brea and Highland avenues. A K-
rail work zone is located on the
south side of Wilshire Boulevard
from La Brea to Mansfield Avenue.
The work zone and traffic control
support the replacement of side-
walks, curbs, gutters and street-
lights on the south side of Wilshire
Boulevard.

From Sept. 7 through Nov. 18.
Eastbound Wilshire Boulevard will
be reduced to a single lane between
La Brea and Mansfield avenues.
Westbound Wilshire Boulevard
between Mansfield and La Brea
avenues will be reduced to two
lanes for two months. Intermittent
K-rail bump outs along westbound
Wilshire Boulevard may be in place
during peak hours, reducing west-
bound Wilshire Boulevard to a sin-
gle lane. Weekend and overnight
eastbound directional closures may
also be implemented. The tempo-
rary traffic control supports street
restoration and the construction of a
utility access hatch at Wilshire
Boulevard and Orange Drive.

Crews are working underground

and completing street restoration
along Wilshire Boulevard and
Fairfax Avenue. A K-rail work zone
remains on Wilshire Boulevard
between Fairfax and Spaulding
avenues through October. Wilshire
Boulevard is reduced to two lanes
in each direction in the area.

Near Wilshire/La Cienega, street
restoration work is ongoing along
Wilshire Boulevard. Waterline util-
ity work will be taking place in
September along Wilshire
Boulevard between San Vicente
and La Cienega boulevards. The
waterline work may require water
service disruption to properties
between La Cienega and San
Vicente boulevards, and Gregory
Way and Clifton Way. The work is
anticipated to take place intermit-
tently through October. All water
service interruptions will occur
overnight, and all affected proper-
ties will be notified in advance.

Work is ongoing on the
Wilshire/Rodeo station, where
crews have closed Cañon Drive for
deck removal and street restora-
tion. Crews are also working on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Beverly and Crescent drives on
underground structures adjacent to
the station. 

Construction work for cross pas-
sages will be ongoing on Wilshire
Boulevard for the next two to three
weeks, as well as street restoration
between Linden and Roxbury dri-
ves, and between Roxbury and
Bedford drives. The work includes
sawing, roadway grinding, trench-
ing, trench backfilling and street
paving and requires lane closures in
both directions from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
and 8 p.m.-7 a.m.

Work is also ongoing at the
Century City station. Placement of
structural concrete is substantially

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood City Council will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing to consider the following item: 

LOCATIONS:            Citywide, West Hollywood, California 

REQUEST: The City Council will hold a public hearing to consider a 
zone text amendment to update replacement requirements 
of above lower-income protected units in new housing proj-
ects and incorporate unit demolition protections in compli-
ance with state law. 

PERMIT(S):              Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits. 

APPLICANT(S):       City of West Hollywood 
  
TIME/PLACE            Monday, September 16, 2024  
OF HEARING:          at 6:00 p.m.
                                 West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –  
                                 Council Chambers 
                                 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                 West Hollywood, CA  90069 

ZONES:                    Citywide 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS: Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
§15061(b)(3) (Review for Exemption). 

Complete digital agenda packets will be available on Wednesday, September 
11, 2024, and additional information regarding participation options can be found 
on the posted agenda or the calendar page on-line at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, 
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood City Council, 
via the Community Development Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. 

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), 
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at 
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to 
express their opinion in this matter. 

For further information regarding this item, contact Michele Montenegro, Associate 
Planner at (323) 848-6813; or via email at:  mmontenegro@weho.org

Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Metro stresses importance of 
staying safe around the rails

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority is observing Rail Safety
Month in September by reminding
the public about safety and encour-
aging people to practice safe
behavior around Metro trains and
tracks. 

Metro’s Rail Safety Program
team will host multiple community
events throughout the month to
educate the public, including pedes-
trians and drivers, on train safety.
Also, Metro Safety Kid videos will
be shared on social media plat-
forms, including YouTube, TV
Connect, Spotify, Instagram,
Facebook and TikTok. 

Rail safety messages in English
and Spanish will also be placed on

light rail trains traveling on the A
and K Lines through Los Angeles.
Metro’s essential safety tips
include: always stay behind the yel-
low line; look both ways; never
walk on train tracks; no bike riding
on the platform; never go around
lowered gates; and don’t jump from
the platform.

Metro will participate in a Rail
Safety Event organized by the San
Bernardino Historic Society on
Sept. 21-22 at Union Station, from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Metro’s Rail Safety
Programs increase awareness about
rail safety through education, work-
shops and travel trainings in com-
munities along Metro’s A, E and K
lines. For information, visit
metro.net/railsafety.

photo courtesy of Metro

The public is reminded about the importance of safety around Metro rail
crossings.

complete and construction of the
interior and roof structures is ongo-
ing underground beneath
Constellation Boulevard.

Partial traffic lane closures are in
place on Constellation Boulevard to
support daytime station construc-
tion and material deliveries.
Eastbound and westbound vehicle
access on Constellation Boulevard
is maintained between Century
Park West and Century Park East.

For questions and concerns about
the D Line Extension project, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

https://www.weho.org/
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6333 W. Third St.  
In The Original 
Farmers Market 

323.938.5131  
marcondas.com 

Boneless Pork Chops 
or Roasts 

$7.98 per lb.
reg. $11.98 

With this ad 
Offers Expires 9/11/2024

Niman Ranch SALE!

2 Sunny Side 
Up Eggs 

Over Corn  
Tortillas 

topped with 
Red Sauce and 
Cojita Cheese,  
Pico de Gallo  
served with 

Hash Browns, 
Sour Cream 

Now Open  
til 10 pm  
Fri & Sat!

Huevos 
Rancheros!

In the Original  Farmers Market  3rd & Fairfax 
 (323)933-8446  • (323)933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

photo courtesy of BOA
Aussie wagyu strip loin and braised oxtail duo will be a menu highlight
for the Brendan Collins: Dinner With Friends event on Sept. 19.

Chef Brendan Collins’ one-
night-only Dinner With

Friends on Thursday, Sept. 19, at
BOA Steakhouse in West
Hollywood will feature chef Jason
Fullilove of Norma. Fullilove and
Collins are partnering to host a
multi-course dining experience
that showcases Collins’ elevated
British pub fare and expertise in
meat, alongside Fullilove’s com-
mitment to fresh, seasonal ingredi-
ents and his creative approach to
African American soul food with
global influences. Menu high-
lights include a Yellowtail Crudo
with passionfruit and agua chili,
Sweet Pea Agnolotti with Alaskan
king crab, sugar snaps and pea
tendrils, King Salmon

“Viennoise” with herb crust dux-
elles and sauce mousseline,
award-winning Aussie wagyu
strip loin and braised oxtail duo
with coconut rice arancini, apricot
muhammara, ginger salmoriglio
spice and verjus-braised cabbage,
followed by a dessert of
Raspberry and dark chocolate
tarte with raspberry coulis and
dark chocolate gelato. Guests can
enjoy the tasting menu experience,
or individual dishes a la carte. For
information and to make a reser-
vation, visit sevenrooms.com
/experiences/boawesthollywood/t
h u r s d a y - s e p t e m b e r - 1 9 t h -
4914687141969920. BOA
Steakhouse is located at 8200
Sunset Blvd.

BOA’s Brendan Collins teams up with
Norma chef Jason Fullilove

GMCLA turns Holy
Water into cocktails

West Hollywood cocktail bar
Holy Water debuted a boozy

fun give-back cocktail – Sing out,
Louise! – served through Sept. 30,
every time someone orders the spe-
cially named cocktail, Holy Water
will donate $5 to Gay Men’s
Chorus Los Angeles.

For over 45 years, GMCLA has
been entertaining audiences with its
unique blend of artistic showman-
ship and social activism. With three
major concerts and dozens of public
events each year, plus a transforma-
tive school program for students,
the 250 singers of GMCLA love to
“Sing Out, Louise!” – proudly cre-
ating beautiful music to build pow-
erful community.

The Sing out, Louise! cocktail
($16) is made with Meili vodka,
campari, raspberry gomme, kola
syrup, lime and club soda. It’s avail-
able as a refreshing mocktail as
well.

For information, visit holywater-
weho.com or call (323)577-5281.
Holy Water is located at 8275 Santa
Monica Blvd. 

Ocean Prime offers
$39 prix fixe lunch

Ocean Prime Beverly Hills’s
prix fixe lunch is available on

weekdays until 4 p.m., perfect for

business professionals or tourists
alike searching for an elevated,
mid-day dining experience. The
$39 prix fixe lunch includes a
starter and an entrée, completed
with a freshly baked cookie.
Options guests can choose from
include lobster bisque with butter
poached lobster, French onion soup
with brandy and aged Swiss, grilled
shrimp salad with endive, peaches,
watercress, sunflower seeds,
parmesan and honey citrus vinai-
grette. For the main course, guests
can enjoy teriyaki salmon with shi-
itake sticky rice and soy butter
sauce, and a 6-ounce filet with a
gouda potato cake, chili seared
spinach and cabernet jus ($5
upcharge for this entrée).

For information, visit ocean-
prime.com/locations-menus/bever-
ly-hills/menus or call (310)859-
4818. Ocean Prime is located at
9595 Wilshire Blvd. 

Ring in a decade
with Gracias Madre

Gracias Madre, the West
Hollywood staple, is celebrat-

ing its 10-year anniversary with a
special event on Sunday, Sept. 8
from noon-9 p.m. Guests will enjoy
exclusive dishes that appeared on
their first menu 10 years ago (along
with pricing from their original
menu), drinks and live entertain-
ment. Join the fun for a day of din-
ing, drinks and music performances
on the restaurant’s patio in West

Hollywood. Celebrate Gracias
Madre’s decade-long dedication to
the plant-food movement, showcas-
ing traditional Mexican cuisine,
made from scratch with local, non-
GMO and organic ingredients along
with the popular bar program fea-
turing diffuser-free agave spirits
highlighting independent producers
and small batch distillers. Tickets
are $25 and include two purista
margaritias and access to the patio,
live music, tastings with Rancho
West Beer and an activation for
ecoSpirits. For tickets and informa-
tion, visit eventbrite.com/e/gracias-
madres-10-year-anniversary-cele-
bration-tickets-999747410417.
Gracias Madre is located at 8905
Melrose Ave.

Beverly Bar brings
elevated luxe to the
luxury city

Beverly Bar in Beverly Hills is
sure to please every palate with

their versatile brunch, lunch, dinner
and happy hour menus. Offering
fresh sushi, spectacular pizza, juicy
burgers and tacos, Beverly Bar is
new American, with an elevated
spin to please the luxe crowd of
Beverly Hills.  Beverly Bar’s
crowd-pleasing small plates make
sharing easy. Whether catching up
with close friends or on a chatty
first date, happy hour cocktails pair
perfectly with bite-sized tuna crispy
rice, poppable shishito peppers and
wagyu pepperoni pizza. Those
wanting something filling can go
for the baja grilled shrimp taco trio
or the Mary’s organic fried chicken

https://marcondas.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
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In the Original Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446 • (323)933-8447

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Our Famous Hotcakes
topped with
Caramel Sauce,
Cinnamon, Powdered Sugar
and Whipped Cream!

Now Open  
til 10 pm  
Fri & Sat

photo courtesy of Nobu Los Angeles
The chefs at Nobu Los Angeles use a six-step method for preparing
sushi.

The sushi chefs at Nobu Los
Angeles, located in the heart

of West Hollywood, use a specific
six-step sushi making technique
for each piece of their nigiri. It
starts with wetting their hands and
placing the fish horizontally on the
palm. Then they add a pinch of
wasabi and a loose ball of rice on
top of the fish and gently press on
the sides and top of the rice with
two fingers. Turning over the
piece of nigiri, they curve their
hand around the shape of the sushi
rice with their index finger and
thumb, shaping the fish around the
rice underneath. Then they place
their index and middle fingers
gently on top of the fish and repeat

these two final steps after flipping
the fish 180 degrees. Although this
process seems lengthy for a sim-
ple piece of nigiri, it ensures that
the rice is still fluffy, and the piece
of fish is shaped for the perfect
bite. There are many additional
aspects that are included in the art
of sushi making such as rice
preparations (Chef Nobu uses
monk fruit instead of sugar when
seasoning his rice), garnishes from
caviar to Matsuhisa dressing, and
the cut of the fish. 

For information about Nobu
Los Angeles, located at 903 N. La
Cienega Blvd, visit noburestau-
rants.com/losangeles/home or call
(310)657-5711.

Nobu chefs use top-notch 
sushi-making techniques

sandwich. Guests can’t forget to
order the butter cake as soon as they
sit down – it takes an hour to cook
and they won’t regret it. 

From laid-back hangouts with
friends to magical nights out with a
loved one, Beverly Bar delivers the
ultimate backdrop for an unforget-
table dining adventure. With a
menu that excites and an atmos-
phere full of charm, this hotspot
keeps drawing in those seeking a
versatile and vibrant dining experi-
ence that truly has it all.

For information, visit beverly-
bar.com or call (310)464-1532.
Beverly Bar is located at 434 N.
Camden Drive.

Shay lands José
Andrés for food,
beverage operations

The Shay, part of Destination by
Hyatt, has hired José Andrés

Group as the exclusive food and
beverage operations manager for
the property, effective Sept. 1. In
this role, JAG will manage all
aspects of the food and beverage
experience at The Shay, including
two new restaurants, in-room din-
ing, the lobby bar, meetings and
events. This fall, JAG will debut
Zaytinya at the lobby level, which
features innovative mezze inspired

by the rich regional diversity of
Turkey, Greece and Lebanon.
Building on chef José Andrés' deep
knowledge of Mediterranean cook-
ing and years of research and travel,
the menu will feature shared small
plates of authentic and inventive
fare, creative cocktails, and unique
Mediterranean wines. Additionally,
JAG will soon unveil a new signa-
ture restaurant and bar perched atop
The Shay, which boasts coveted
views and the only rooftop pool in
Culver City. For information about
The Shay, visit theshayhotel.com.
For information José Andrés
Group, visit joseandres.com. The
Shay is located at 8801 Washington
Blvd., Culver City.

‘Charitybuzz’ dinners benefit City of Hope
City of Hope, one of the largest

and most advanced cancer research
and treatment organizations in the
United States, has announced that its
Music, Film and Entertainment
Industry Spirit of Life honoree Jay
Marciano and chef Evan Funke have
partnered with Conan O’Brien,
David Blaine and chef Evan Funke
to host three exclusive dinners –
“Charitybuzz Hosts: Good
Evenings” – at Funke to support City
of Hope’s efforts to conquer cancer.  

Marciano – chairman and CEO
of AEG Presents, a global leader in
live events – will be honored with
City of Hope’s prestigious Spirit of
Life Award on Oct. 22, at the his-
toric Shrine Auditorium and Expo
Hall in downtown Los Angeles.
Hosted by Fred Armisen, the
evening will feature performances
from Elton John and David Blaine,
and food by Chef Funke.

The dinners, to be held in

Funke’s private dining room in
Beverly Hills, are a unique opportu-
nity to experience old-world hand-
made pasta techniques in an inti-
mate setting that promises auction
winners an evening of conversa-
tion, food and fun with a once-in-a-
lifetime host for you and your lucky
guests, with all proceeds benefiting
City of Hope.

Three evenings, scheduled for
Oct. 17, 21 and Nov. 19, will take
place this fall and are up for auction.

Each auction package is sold as a
pair of seats for a private dining
experience for 18 guests and con-
sists of a prix fixe, bespoke menu
created by Funke. 

In addition to the dinner series,
Marciano has extended his
fundraising efforts to include once-
in-a-lifetime opportunities that are
accessible to every fan wishing to
support City of Hope’s mission to
make hope a reality for all touched

by cancer. This includes the oppor-
tunity to bid on a pair of tickets to
the Spirit of Life gala, an event that
is typically available only to mem-
bers of MFEI.

“I’m honored that these incredi-
ble individuals have committed
their time and talents for three
unforgettable evenings in support of
City of Hope,” Marciano said.
“Offering people experiences of a
lifetime is at the heart of what we
do: connecting them to magic, emo-
tion and energy to create moments
they will remember forever. Doing
so in service of City of Hope’s work
to eradicate cancer makes it that
much more meaningful.” 

City of Hope’s Spirit of Life gala
will conclude Marciano’s year-long
fundraising initiative to benefit City
of Hope’s cancer research. For gala
tickets and sponsorship, visit jay-
marcianospiritoflife.com or email
mfei@coh.org. 

http://dupars.net/Store/
https://www.andresitalian.com
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Academy ‘Dreams’ all September

photo courtesy of the Academy Museum 

“The Gold Rush” with Charlie Chaplin screens on Sept. 26. 

On Sept. 7, the Academy 
Museum and filmmaker Werner 
Herzog will present the Los 
Angeles Restoration Premiere of 
the 1982 film “Burden of Dreams” 
by Les Blank at 7:30 p.m., with 
Herzog and director Les Blank’s 
son, Harrod Blank, joining in per-
son. The film provides an intimate, 
poetic look at Herzog’s grueling 
production of “Fitzcarraldo” (1982) 
amidst numerous challenges, cap-
turing the struggle and intricacies of 
filmmaking. Widely regarded as 
one of the best films about film-
making, “Burden of Dreams” offers 
both a harrowing and humorous 
perspective on the quest to achieve 
an artistic vision. 

Join the Academy Museum this 
month for Academy Museum Free 
Day on Saturday, Sept. 29, where 
the museum is offering complimen-
tary general admission to all guests 

in celebration of our third anniver-
sary. Visitors will also receive free 
admission to Charlie Chaplin’s 
silent comedy “The Gold Rush” 
(1925) at 2 p.m. and a drop-in 
Tactile Filmmaking workshop from 
10:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m., where visi-
tors can add their unique marks to a 
community-created, direct-on-film 
animation. Enjoy music, tacos from 
Fanny’s, fruit vendors on the Walt 
Disney Company Piazza and a 
photo booth in the Sidney Poitier 
Grand Lobby. The Academy 
Museum Store will also offer a lim-
ited-time 20% discount on select 
merchandise in-store and online, 
valid only on Sept. 29. 

Also this month, the Academy 
Museum will present “James 
Baldwin at the Movies,” a series 
showcasing films adapted from 
James Baldwin’s writings and doc-
umentaries featuring the novelist, 

essayist, and activist himself on the 
occasion of his centenary; 
“Hollywoodland: The Origins of 
the Studios,” a film series high-
lighting a seminal film from each 
of the eight studios featured in the 
exhibition Hollywoodland: Jewish 
Founders and the Making of a 
Movie Capital; and “Hasta La Raíz 
| K'a Pa Ruxe'el | Até A Raiz | Nan 
Rasin Lan: To the Root,” a series 
that offers a glimpse into the varied 
experiences Latino adolescents 
and young adults face, unearthed 
through the universal experience 
of self-discovery. Additionally, 
visitors who purchase general 
admission to the museum are wel-
come to join us for same-day 
screenings of films in the 
“Hollywoodland: The Origins of 
the Studios” series during their 
visit, free of charge. 

For information, visit academy-
museum.org. The Academy 
Museum is located at 6067 Wilshire 
Blvd. 

Letters to the Editor
Opposition to WeHo bike 
lanes pedals on 

  
Re: “Bike lane controversies 

plague WeHo street plan,” Aug. 29 
issue 

 
As chair of the Eastside 

Neighborhood Watch Association, 
I must take exception to Mayor 
Erickson’s self-serving characteri-
zation of the residents who are 
speaking out against the half-
baked plans to remove scores of 
parking spaces from Gardner and 
reduce Fountain Avenue to one 
lane in either direction to install 
“protected” bike lanes.  

The mayor’s remark that resi-
dents were being “riled up” with 
“mistruths” is condescending and 
trivializes legitimate concerns of 
the residents. Erickson is particu-
larly annoyed that public safety 
commissioner George Nickle has 
correctly pointed out that the coun-
ty fire department was never asked 
for input on the proposed Fountain 
lane reduction, which will have 
adverse fire and paramedics 
response times.  That is not a “mis-
truth,” that is a legitimate concern.    

The mayor can apparently only 
view opposing viewpoints through 
the prism of his re-election ambi-
tions and his attacks on Eastside 
residents undermine faith in local 
government. We deserve a more 
mature approach from our elected 
officials. 

  
Steve Martin 
chair of the Eastside 

Neighborhood Watch Association 
West Hollywood 

 
 
[Mayor] John Erickson says he 

likes free money. He also likes free 
trips. He’s gotten three of them. In 
the past year, he’s gone to Rome, 
Paris and Chicago … none of 
which he paid for. He left West 
Hollywood multiple times, miss-
ing multiple meetings, not caring 
to hear from us … enjoying him-
self traveling the world and party-
ing …  all on somebody else’s 
dime. 

The Gardner, Vista, Fountain, 
Willoughby loss of parking meet-
ing pointed out very clearly how 
losing so many parking spaces will 
hurt residents, particularly older 
adults and people with disabilities. 
We cannot ride bikes nor scooters. 
We need to drive and we need our 
parking spaces. We cannot be 
forced to walk long distances just 
because there are no parking 
spaces near our residences. But 
John doesn’t care … it’s free 
money. 

The number of bikes that are in 
West Hollywood is minuscule, so 
why favor them and not those of us 
who really need help? Because it 
doesn’t fit into his agenda? 
Because the money coming into 
West Hollywood is more impor-
tant than the people who live here? 

The other thing is that he lied 
when he said that residents knew 
that they were going to lose their 
parking spaces. They did not 
know. They were completely 
blindsided. So, if he tells [the 

California Air Resources Board] 
that we were informed, that is not 
true, and it could even be illegal. 
He and Danny Hang suggested 
that people park in Plummer Park 
at night, walk several blocks home 
and then move their cars at 6 a.m. 
What chutzpah. Another example 
that they care nothing about peo-
ple, nor their safety. I wonder if 
John and Danny would enjoy 
doing that themselves? 

He is not a friend to the people 
who live in West Hollywood. In 
fact, he is their worst enemy. And 
… if anyone is playing politics, it 
is him and not the other candidates 
that he is accusing. 

Our City Council majority led 
by John Erickson may not want to 
hear from the residents of West 
Hollywood, but we are going to 
continue meeting and forcing him 
to hear us. He is a public servant 
who was voted into office, not by 
unions, not by developers, not by 
biking coalitions, but by us voters. 
And we can vote him (and “I don’t 
mind inconveniencing motorists 
for bike safety” Chelsea Byers) out 
again too. 

 
Mikie Friedman 
West Hollywood 
 
 

The mayor of West Hollywood 
– IN PRINT – said he couldn’t 
care less what residents thought of 
this initiative. It is getting pushed 
through. So, the only way to have 
our voices heard is to PUSH HIM 
OUT. Otherwise we are the lem-
mings he sees us as. 

There were many voices offer-
ing opinions and ways to mitigate 
problems – but Erikson and 
Chelsea Byers did not want to hear 
them. So, that begs the question, 
“Why?” Is it because these politi-
cians are so much for clean air? Or 
is it because these career politi-
cians received donations and 
promises on future “gifts” if they 
get these measures approved and 
on the books. Byers was especially 
frustrating at the meeting – look-
ing to talk to people “one on one” 
outside instead of in front the resi-
dents. This is what charlatans do – 
the old divide and conquer 
method. But when they have the 
power in a situation, you can bet 
they’ll team up to make somebody 
feel small in their protestations. 

The “I’ll rely on city staff for 
that information ... blah blah” 
rhetoric is a usual refrain I hear at 
City Council meetings, instead of 
listening to residents. 

 
Steve Bruscino 
West Hollywood 
 
 

As someone who regularly 
bikes on these roads and has been 
hit by a car, it’s a shame to see so 
many people who claim to be 
“progressive” still addicted to their 
cars and need to store 4,000 
pounds of metal in the public right 
of way. 

Bicyclists don’t cause traffic 
congestion, pollute the air or cause 
people to become obese due to sit-
ting constantly but based on the 
comments above you’d think they 

were the second coming of the 
Third Reich. 

 
Jesse Budlong 
West Hollywood 
 
 

[Mayor] John Erickson, speak-
ing like the political hack he con-
tinuously shows himself to be, 
refers to free money from the state. 
The state, mayor, is us as taxpay-
ers. Politicians need to stop living 
a life of zero accountability for 
recklessly spending our money 
like drunken sailors on shore 
leave. Then there’s Erickson’s 
multiple condescending dismissals 
of resident concerns. He, like oth-
ers, continues to play for an audi-
ence outside West Hollywood’s 
borders. [Vice mayor Chelsea] 
Byers similarly operates in a naive 
utopian pipe dream that West 
Hollywood exists as a standalone 
island in the middle of this vast 
megalopolis. 

I offered at that meeting that one 
way to calm traffic and create safer 
conditions for everyone is to 
enforce the laws that are on the 
books. Another is a visionary one 
that suggests bikers, pedestrians, 
motorists and scooter riders can all 
live in harmony on existing infra-
structure if each were led to a place 
of personal responsibility and situ-
ational awareness. None of the 
council majority have that sense of 
leadership, creativity and big 
vision. 

 
Alan Strasburg 
West Hollywood 

‘Jimpressions’ transform Gary Marshall Theatre
Garry Marshall Theatre contin-

ues to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of “Happy Days” in 2024 with 
a one-night-only special event star-
ring Jim Meskimen, son of Marion 
Ross, a.k.a. Mrs. Cunningham. 
Meskimen is known around the 
world for his impeccable impres-
sions of some of the most famous 
voices in history. His one-man 
show “Jimpressions” is set to take 
over the Garry Marshall Theatre 
stage for one night only on Friday, 
Sept. 13 at 8 p.m. 

Meskimen’s connection to 
Marshall began in 1972, when his 
real life mom, Ross, was cast as 
Marion Cunningham in the iconic 
television show “Happy Days.” As 
an actor himself, Meskimen first 

worked with Marshall at age 17 – 
when he was featured in the iconic 
“Jump the Shark” episode of “Happy 
Days.” Meskimen went on to work 
with Garry again in two of 
Marshall’s films, including a favorite 
of Marshall’s, “The Other Sister.” 

Meskimen has been a profession-
al actor/impressionist for over 35 
years. His voices have been heard in 
animation (“Family Guy,” “Phineas 
& Ferb” and “Marvel Avengers 
Assemble”), talk shows (“Jimmy 
Kimmel,” “Bill Maher,” “Jay Leno” 
and “David Letterman”) and on 
scripted TV (“For All Mankind,” 
“Mom,” “The Big Bang Theory” 
and “Night Court”). 

GMT’s presentation of 
“Jimpressions” will showcase spe-
cial stories of Meskimen’s early 
years being raised by the real Mrs. 
C, his days on set with Ron Howard 

on his films “The Grinch” and 
“Apollo 13,” a moving homage to 
Robin Williams and original songs 
in a parade of celebrity voices. 
Meskimen also loves to interact 
with his audience onstage in an 
exciting, improvised game of 
"Movie Line Trivia!" 

Improvisational, musical and 
absolutely hilarious, the mind-bog-
gling, quick-changing personas of 
“Jimpressions” is a brilliant 
glimpse into so many of our trea-
sured voices in entertainment and 
beyond. 

Tickets are now on sale at garry-
marshalltheatre.org or by calling 
(818)955-8101. In-person box 
office hours are Tuesday-Friday 12-
4 p.m. and two hours prior to show 
times. The Gary Marshall Theatre is 
located at 4252 Riverside Drive, 
Burbank. 

photo courtesy of the Garry Marshall Theatre 

Jim Meskimen will perform his one-man show on Sept. 13. 
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Mastro’s provides full-service experience
By Rance collins                 

photo by Rance Collins

The Bistecca Alla Fiorentina porterhouse makes for a perfect shared
main course.

photo by Rance Collins

The butter cake and key lime pie are among the delicious dessert
options.

Perhaps it was the live music.
Maybe it was the plush seating. It
could’ve even been the grand stair-
case entrance. But there was just
something undefinable about
Mastro’s elegance.

Located in the heart of Beverly
Hills on Roxbury Drive, Mastro’s
elevates experiences with top-tier
cuisine and expertly curated drinks.

So, spoiler: I liked it.
Chris was the man of the hour –

or really two or so hours – guiding
Boyfriend and I through the robust

menu and making sure each course
had that added oomph of special-
ness. It was in the details. After fin-
ishing our appetizers – I’ll get to
that dish in a moment – he brought
out warm towels to wipe our hands,
but Chris brought the perk up a
level by dashing the towels with
lemon. Staying fresh, after all,
through as round a meal as
Mastro’s offers is essential.

The concierge-style service sepa-
rates the restaurant from other high-
end establishments. Chris treated us
like we were dignitaries from
“hello,” not just scribbling orders or

reading off a memorized series of
facts on a menu item. Instead, he
made the evening a journey – each
order and every comment became a
moment worth marinating. If Chris
had other customers, I was not
aware of them. The Mastro’s proto-
col places the diner first, and the
attention goes on your needs.

As a singer and piano player
harmonized through jazz-inspired
versions of Top 40 hits, Boyfriend
and I debated what direction we
wanted to take our evening … was
this going to be a seafood or a red
meat kind of night? Of course,
going to Mastro’s and skipping the
steak is just short of sacrilegious,
so we decided that the oysters,
shrimp and caviar would have to
wait for another evening. At
Mastro’s we wanted to cut straight
to the beef.

For starters, we chose the wagyu
meatballs with melted burrata
cheese. This Italian-inspired appe-
tizer was “just” spicy enough with-
out tipping the scales into octane
ratings. I like a little heat in my
food, mind you – I have this theory
that it keeps my sinuses clear.
Boyfriend decidedly is not a heat
fan. Doused in a delicious cheese
sauce, however, the two large meat-
balls struck a perfect balance.
Crispy bread with a sprinkling of
parmesan was included – and made
for perfect post-meatball dipping.

To accompany our main course,
we ordered truffle butter mashed
potatoes with mushrooms – an off-
the-menu offering for the evening –
which was smooth, creamy and a
delightful primer for the rest of the
evening. Other side options include
varieties of potatoes, broccolini,
asparagus, mac and cheese, and
French fries.

While there are several single-
portion steak options – including
filets, a New York strip and ribeye –
Boyfriend and I heeded Chris’
advice and chose a Bistecca Alla
Fiorentina porterhouse, cooked
medium. The massive, bone-in 36-
ounce serving was carved and
sliced at the table by Chris. The two

distinct sides, one filet mignon and
one New York strip, offered the
meat lover’s gambit – from the
marbled to the lean. The meat was
excellent quality, and without any
additional sauce, just a bit of garlic
butter, it was perfectly flavorful.
Boyfriend always says that if the
meat is good quality, seasoning
should be minimal. The meat is
enough. Of course, Mastro’s puts
the A in Grade A.

We forced ourselves to finish the
night with dessert, not that it took
much convincing. As soon as Chris
described the delectable key lime
pie and butter cake, we were sold.
Each of these desserts is specifical-
ly fashioned to our tastes. While he
is inclined to enjoy the tart, zesty
notes of lime, I am far more of a
sweet-tooth fiend. I enjoyed my
bite of the key lime – which was
topped with housemade whipped
cream – but I set my sights on the
butter cake. It was crisp at the edges
and warm and gooey inside. The
warmth was countered perfectly
with vanilla ice cream, which was
served alongside the dish. While I
have tried the butter cake at just
about any place I’ve ever gone
where it’s available, this was far
and away the best one I’ve ever
tasted.

During the meal, Chris gave us a
full explanation of the wines to pair
with our food. Mastro’s is known
for its stellar wine selection, and
while we ultimately went the cock-
tail route – I’d recommend the
sweet, fruity Dreamberry made
with rock red berry, triple sec, sweet
and sour, fresh lemon juice and
strawberry monin – our sommelier
waiter understood wine like no
other.

“We have a world of wine, so you
can go to any country and have a
great experience here,” Chris said.

For our meal, Chris would have
recommended a Paso Robles caber-
net.

“It’s big and lush and free, just
soft tannins, and it pairs wonderful-
ly with a steak,” he explained.

It was this kind of explanation
that left us continually impressed
with the first-class service at
Mastro’s. And no matter what drink
one may choose, when you pair
great service with great food, you
get a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

It’s not just about any one ele-
ment. It’s just everything.

For information about Mastro’s,
visit mastrosrestaurants.com or call
(310)888-8782. Mastro’s in
Beverly Hills is located at 246 N.
Cañon Drive.

https://www.weho.org/community/arts-and-culture/theatre
https://www.kccla.org
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Bill offering free bachelor’s degrees nears approval

photo by Edwin Folven

AB 2093 will create more options for students seeking a bachelor’s
degree at campuses such as Los Angeles City College.

A historic bill that would allow
students to pursue a tuition free
bachelor’s degree at California’s
community colleges has passed the
state Legislature and is under con-
sideration by Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Assembly Bill 2093 would be the
first of its kind in the United States.
Authored by Assembly Assistant
Majority Leader Miguel Santiago
(D-Los Angeles), the legislation
would expand the California
Promise Program, which has
improved accessibility and equity
in higher education by offering
two-years of tuition-free education
for all first-time and returning full-
time students at community col-
leges.

“As a former [Los Angeles
Community College District]
Board of Trustees president, the
nation’s largest community college
district, I have seen firsthand how
tuition can be a deciding factor for
too many people declining to pur-
sue a higher education,” Santiago
said. “This is why I have pushed for
free community college for the first

two years. But as we’ve seen a
recent decline in bachelor’s degree
earners for the first time in 10 years,
it’s clear that it is time for a tuition-
free four-year degree. Also, it is
important to ensure low-income
students can pursue a multiyear
education without worrying about
student debt.”

“AB 2093 creates the first free
bachelor’s degree in the United
States,” LACCD Board president
Nichelle Henderson said. “I am
proud that California is once again
leading in making education more
accessible and equitable. This bill
will help more bright and talented
students from underserved commu-
nities to pursue higher education,
where they can acquire the necessary
skills to thrive in good-paying jobs.
Gov. Newsom has been a strong sup-
porter of community college stu-
dents, and we hope that we can count
on his support once again.”

The proposed legislation would
make use of existing Promise Grant
funding, offering districts flexibility
to waive fees for bachelor’s degree

students. By providing the option,
the bill ensures that more students
have an opportunity to earn a four-
year degree without incurring sig-
nificant debt. The bill will also save
the state millions of dollars in stu-
dent financial aid because tuition
costs are reduced at community
colleges as compared to tuition
costs at California State University,
University of California and private
institutions. Baccalaureate degrees
at community colleges are currently
under $11,000 for a four-year
degree.

 The state’s community colleges
currently offer over 40 baccalaure-
ate degrees in numerous occupa-
tional fields. The LACCD currently
has five bachelor’s degrees
approved, with one additional pro-
visional approval, for a total of six
in dental hygiene and aviation tech-
nology, respiratory therapy, bio-
manufacturing and biotechnology.

“As chancellor of the Los
Angeles Community College
District, our district and many oth-
ers around the state could not be

more enthusiastically supportive of
AB 2093,” LACCD Chancellor
Francisco C. Rodriguez said.
“Offering a true tuition-free bac-
calaureate degree at California’s
community colleges is a game
changer for our students, their fam-
ilies and is a boost to the state’s

economy. By eliminating financial
barriers and incentivizing enroll-
ment at community colleges, AB
2093 opens doors to higher educa-
tion and the economic opportunities
that come with it.”

Newsom has until Sept. 30 to
sign or veto the bill.

Kids Book Festival turns second chapter in WeHo
The 2nd Annual Los Angeles

Kids Book Festival is returning
to West Hollywood Park on
Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, from 9:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The free event celebrates chil-
dren’s literacy and fosters a love
for reading for kids of all ages,

presented by the American Born
Chinese Foundation, a nonprofit
organization supporting children’s
bilingual literacy, along with the
city of West Hollywood. This
year’s festival offers a rich array
of activities for children of all
ages, including over 70 exhibitors,

live book readings by celebrated
authors, interactive storytelling
sessions, musical performances,
arts and crafts, and other activi-
ties. There will be plenty of
books and other interesting ven-
dors, meet-and-greets with
authors, face painting, photo
booth, dancing, games, slime
making, plenty of savory and
sweet food trucks and free give-
aways.

The festival will also intro-
duce new authors and illustra-
tors, providing fresh perspec-
tives and stories that captivate
and inspire.

Visit lakidsbookfestival.com to
register for tickets and receive
festival updates, as well as keep-
ing up with the complete list of
exhibitors and activities.

West Hollywood Park is locat-
ed at 647 N. San Vicente Blvd.

photo courtesy of L.A. Kids Book Festival

A variety of activities will be available for the whole family at the Los
Angeles Kids Book Festival.

HAWKS introduces teens to nature
Leah Thomas, a celebrated envi-

ronmental justice activist, and
Hiking Adventures with Kids co-
created a transformative nature
workshop with a group of Latina
teens from the student group Chicas
Verdes in the lush and beautiful
park at Franklin Canyon in Los
Angeles on Aug. 24.

The event was initiated by
Thomas who was inspired by the
Chicas Verdes teens and the impact
they were having in their communi-
ties. Thomas wanted to co-create an
unforgettable experience for them in
nature and teamed up with HAWKs,
a pioneering movement that helps
youth trade screen time for transfor-
mative outdoor experiences.

Throughout the day the teens
were able to connect with each
other and nature through poetry,
hiking, journaling, searching for
animals, foraging and connection.

They talked to Thomas about topics
important to them and their com-
munities including food and envi-
ronmental justice.

The event was generously spon-
sored by beloved wellness and out-
door brands Vita Coco, Sweetgreen,
Parks Project, and REI. Thomas
incorporated VitaCoco’s Seedlings
for Sustainability initiative into her
workshop, and REI dressed
Thomas and provided hiking essen-
tials for the girls.

“I had an amazing time with
HAWKS and Chicas Verdes,”
Thomas said. “Working with these
two groups to help increase accessi-
bility to nature and encourage the
next generation to build a meaning-
ful relationship with the earth was
incredible. I was so lucky to be a
part of this experience.”

For information, visit hawk-
skids.com.

photos courtesy of HAWKS

Environmental justice activist Leah Thomas made Franklin Canyon her
classroom on Aug. 24.

https://www.immaculateheart.org


Beverly Press/Park Labrea News 19  September 5, 2024

Students sought for California College Corps

photo courtesy of California Volunteers/Office of the Governor

Gov. Gavin Newsom gathered with the first class of College Corps fel-
lows during their swearing-in ceremony in October 2022.

California Chief Service Officer
Josh Fryday announced
#CaliforniansForAll College Corps
is back for its third year, sparking
enthusiasm as college students pre-
pare to make a significant impact in
their communities.

The overwhelming demand for
College Corps is evident, with near-
ly 10,000 applicants vying for posi-
tions. More than 3,000 students
were selected from partner campus-
es to participate during the 2024-
2025 academic year. College Corps
continues to offer invaluable ser-
vice opportunities and fosters per-
sonal growth, community engage-
ment and career preparation among
college students.

“Giving back to your community
through service is at the very heart
of what it means to be a Californian
– and that’s what College Corps is
all about. There’s nothing more
valuable than being hands-on with
service projects that make our state
a better place and equip students
with practical experience for future
careers,” Gov. Gavin Newsom said.

College Corps is a paid service
program and is part of the larger
California Service Corps, with
10,000 members. It launched in
2022, providing work to college
students in exchange for serving
their community. The program
helps participants graduate on time
and with less debt while they gain

valuable work experience. Students
receive up to $10,000 for complet-
ing up to 450 hours of community
service.

In the first two years, more than
6,000 participants served over two
million service hours, tutoring and
mentoring low-income students,
distributing meals to people facing
food insecurity and taking climate
action. In addition to the millions of
hours of service, the program pre-
pares California’s next generation
of workers for careers.

“In California, if you’re willing
to serve your community and give
back in a meaningful way, we will
help you pay for college,” Fryday
said. “This is a win-win-win, help-

ing students pay for college, lifting
up communities and preparing
California’s workforce.”

For information and to submit an
application form, visit cacol-
legecorps.com.

The initial month of the academic
year has concluded, marking
numerous achievements and the
launch of exciting programs spon-
sored by BHEF.

BHEF has introduced a variety
of lunchtime activities to keep
TK-fifth grade students engaged
on the playground at both El
Rodeo and Horace Mann
Elementary Schools.

At Beverly Hills High School,
BHEF is debuting a college essay
writing workshop for seniors, made
possible by a grant from the
Anannke Foundation.

Don’t miss “Beverly Hills
Reads” at El Rodeo Elementary
School on Sept. 15. BHEF is proud

to partner with BHUSD and the city
of Beverly Hills on this event.

Look for new books in the
BVMS Library, made possible by
BHEF through the Jean Rosenblatt
Endowment

The milestones have been made
possible by the generous contribu-
tions from esteemed donors. To
continue Elevating Education
Excellence and generating innova-
tive opportunities for BHUSD stu-
dents, BHEF is asking for a dona-
tion of $750 per student. A family’s
donation can profoundly impact
these initiatives, providing a plat-
form for students to achieve even
greater heights. Donate at
bhef.org/donate.

BHEF brings innovative 
opportunities to BHUSD

The Hammer Museum presents Breath(e)
The Hammer Museum announced

Breath(e), a groundbreaking exhibi-
tion that centers environmental art
practices addressing the climate cri-
sis and anthropogenic disasters, and
their inescapable intersection with
issues of equity and social justice.
Part of Getty’s region-wide initiative
PST ART: Art & Science Collide,
Breath(e) is curated by artist Glenn
Kaino and guest curator Mika
Yoshitake and features more than
100 artworks by 25 international
artists.

The sprawling exhibition will fill
the majority of the Hammer’s gal-
leries and outdoor spaces, and
includes specially commissioned
works by Mel Chin, Ron Finley,
Cannupa Hanska Luger, Garnett
Puett and Lan Tuazon. The exhibi-
tion will be on view at the Hammer
from Sept. 14 through Jan. 5, 2025,
and is presented in partnership with
Conservation International.

“When I first began talking with
Glenn Kaino and Mika Yoshitake
about an exhibition that would
respond to the climate crisis, it was
2020 – at the peak of the COVID-

19 pandemic and the racial reckon-
ing in the United States in the wake
of the murder of George Floyd.
Both the metaphorical and the liter-
al practice of breathing – the right
to breathe – was at the top of our
minds. Breath(e) poignantly and
intelligently spotlights the work of
artists who address the urgent con-
cerns of climate and social justice,”
Hammer Museum director Ann
Philbin said.

Breath(e) spotlights 25 intergen-
erational and transdisciplinary
artists whose practices encompass
photography, multimedia, augment-
ed reality, painting and living
organisms. The exhibition seeks to
address the existential dangers
posed by the climate crisis and to
advocate for a nonhierarchical
worldview influenced by ancestral
indigenous knowledge, which envi-
sions all elements of nature as one
family rather than as materials for
use and exploitation by humankind.

For information, visit hammer.
ucla.edu.

The Hammer Museum is located
at 10899 Wilshire Blvd.

photo courtesy of the Hammer Museum

The new exhibition focused on environmental art will feature works from
25 international artists.

Zoo flashes back to the ‘80s
Gather your brat pack to cele-

brate one of the most outrageous
decades – the 1980s – with the
return of Roaring Nights on
Saturday, Sept.14, from 6-10 p.m.

at the Los Angeles Zoo. The wild-
ly popular 21-and-up event invites
guests to don their most radical
neon and acid wash for an ‘80s
dance party that’s as decadent as

the decade. From totally tubular
live music and an immersive
silent disco to retro photo ops, a
paint party, and special animal
presentations, these nights will
transport guests to the ultimate
era of dance, music and big hair. 

Flashback Heart Attack, one of
SoCals most popular ‘80s tribute
bands, will have revelers hungry
like a wolf for more high voltage
hits from this irrepressible
decade, while DJ Johnny Hawks
brings plenty of nostalgia to the
dance floor with his mashup of
post-disco beats. This event will
also have full bars and food truck
offerings for an additional fee.
And, ‘80s attire is strongly
encouraged. This event is for
those ages 21-and-up. Tickets
are $25 and $20 for GLAZA
members.

For information, visit
lazoo.org/roaringnights. The LA
Zoo is locatead at 5333 Zoo
Drive.

photo courtesy of the LA Zoo

Dance, music and big hair will roar into the Los Angeles Zoo on Sept. 14.

The LA Phil has announced the
return of its Neighborhood
Concerts this September, bringing
an evening of classical music that
celebrates tradition and innova-
tion in collaboration with commu-
nity venues in Southeast Los
Angeles and Lafayette Park. The
free concerts will be held at the
South Gate Municipal Auditorium
on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at
7 p.m., and at Heart of Los
Angeles on Friday, Sept. 27,

2024, at 7 p.m.
The LA Phil’s Assistant

Conductor Rodolfo Barráez will
lead the Los Angeles Philharmonic,
joined by violin soloist and current
Colburn student Ray Ushikubo, in
an exciting program that opens with
chamber music and then moves into
dance music from around the
world. 

“It’s exciting to welcome back
the LA Phil’s Neighborhood
Concerts Program to Southeast

LA. These concerts are not just
performances; they are opportuni-
ties to bring people together and
enrich our neighborhoods with the
transformative power of music,”
speaker emeritus Anthony Rendon
said. 

For information, visit laphil
.com/events/performances. South
Gate Municipal Auditorium is
located at 4940 Southern Ave.,
South Gate. Heart of Los Angeles is
located at 2701 Wilshire Blvd. 

LA Phil brings concerts to the neighborhoods

https://melrosetradingpost.org


20  September 5, 2024 Beverly Press/Park Labrea News

NHM is abuzz with giving opportunities

rendering of NHMLAC

The new donation campaign will support the opening of the Natural
History Museum’s newest wing, the NHM Commons.

The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County on Aug. 29
announced a new public fundrais-
ing campaign for the Natural
History Museum’s new wing and
community hub, NHM Commons,
which opens on Nov. 17 to the gen-
eral public. The Buzzworthy
Benefactors campaign allows indi-
vidual donors, with contributions
starting at $2,500, to be recognized
in a beautiful display featuring
NHM’s iconic winged creatures –
the honeybee, butterfly, dragonfly
and ladybug  – when NHM

Commons opens in November.
“The Buzzworthy Benefactors

campaign is a celebration of com-
munity, progress and access. By
becoming an NHM Commons
donor, participants will be honored
with a custom-designed winged
insect flying high on the wall adja-
cent to the Judith Perlstein
Welcome Center for visitors to
enjoy for years to come” said
Katherine Kotcheff, NHM’s
Campaign Director.

As a participant in this campaign,
donors will be recognized as a part

of this welcoming and inclusive
community installation with a
prized disc that will always be
available for viewing anytime visi-
tors enter the museum and will be a
testament to the lasting contribu-
tions to science, education and cul-
ture. Donors may also choose to
honor the legacy of their family,
loved one or favorite organization. 

The wall of Buzzworthy
Benefactors will be covered in
donors identified as green dragon-
flies, $2,500, blue honeybees,
$5,000, silver ladybugs, $7,500 and
gold butterflies, $10,000, bringing a
colorful and remarkable feature to
the community space.

The Buzzworthy Benefactors
campaign offers the NHM commu-
nity the opportunity to be a part of
(natural) history-in-the-making and
support the continuing efforts to
open new doors for visitors and
local communities. The donors will
be featured prominently in a no-
ticket-required space that will see
hundreds of thousands of visitors
each year and provide several free
experiences before entering the
main part of the museum.

The transformative $75 million
NHM Commons expansion and
renovation project, designed by
Frederick Fisher and Partners, with
landscape architecture by Studio-
MLA and new experiences
designed by Studio Joseph, com-
prises approximately 75,000 square
feet of renovated space and new
construction. NHM’s new wing
will include accessible outdoor
spaces, and is designed with a trans-
parent glass façade, enabling the
public to see into the museum and
visitors to view Exposition Park.

Inside, the 400-seat multi-purpose
Commons Theater, and additional
spaces, will allow NHM to expand
its community-centered, co-created
programming and connect the pub-
lic with science, nature, culture,
heritage and community while pro-
viding opportunities for people to
experience NHM, with or without a
ticket.

For information, visit nhm.org/
commons.

The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County is located at
900 Exposition Blvd.

ZEGNA relocates to exquisite new
location in South Coast Plaza

ZEGNA, a global leader in luxu-
ry menswear, has announced the
relocation of its South Coast Plaza
store.

Under the artistic direction of
Alessandro Sartori, the new loca-
tion embodies a style that priori-
tizes contemporary design princi-
ples and the needs of modern men.
The shopping experience mirrors
the ethos behind ZEGNA’s Luxury
Leisurewear collection, which has
practicality and versatility at heart.

The new 233-squre-meter store
embodies the aesthetic of the brand:
a harmonious blend of luxury and
unparalleled craftsmanship. A
sophisticated interior welcomes
customers. Faithful to the brand’s
legacy and artistry, the store show-
cases artwork inspired by the “Born
in Oasi Zegna” book, which recalls
more than 100 years of ZEGNA’s
unprecedented history through a
curated series of imagery and

inspiring anecdotes. The store is
also complemented with design ele-
ments from Zanotta, Cassina and
Riva 1920, while the façade fea-
tures ZEGNA’s iconic wooden
frame.

Located in South Coast Plaza, the
ZEGNA store presents the brand’s
latest menswear collections, featur-
ing luxury leisurewear staples such
as the Alba overshirt, timeless for-
malwear and Triple Stitch shoes.
The pieces combine style and prag-
matism, catering to the ever-chang-
ing needs of a contemporary
lifestyle. Embodying the pinnacle of
craftsmanship and creative expres-
sion, ZEGNA’s Made to Measure
experience is also available at the
South Coast Plaza location.

South Coast Plaza is located at
3333 Bristol St., Costa Mesa. For
information, visit
southcoastplaza.com/directory/erm
enegildo-zegna.

photo courtesy of ZEGNA

ZEGNA offers luxurious menswear and shoes.

Cinespia hosts a Labor Day ‘Shining’

Cinespia celebrated Labor Day weekend with screenings of “The
Shining” and “Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince” on Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1 at Hollywood Forever Cemetery, located at 6000 Santa Monica
Blvd., that hosted talent such as Daisy Edgar Jones, AnnaSophia Robb
(pictured), Duke Nicholson and Lorraine Nicholson. “Chicago” on Sept. 7
and “Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure” on Sept. 14 are the next events sched-
uled for Cinespia. For tickets and information, visit cinespia.org.

photo courtesy of Cinespia

https://rehabcentre.com


An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near Genesee and Romaine 
at 3 a.m.  
  
At 2:33 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 7100 
block of Santa Monica.  
  
A vehicle ws stolen near Fairfax 
and Norton at 5:50 p.m.  
  
Aug. 26  
  
At 1 a.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 1300 block of N. 
Harper.   

An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1000 block of N. 
Ogden at 5:30 a.m.  
  
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1200 
block of N. Sweetzer.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 1:05 p.m.  
   
Aug. 28  
  
At 1:29 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 

block of N. Laurel.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near Fountain and Vista 
at 10 a.m.  
  
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
900 block of N. Larrabee.  
  
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 1300 block of N. Fairfax 
at 4:30 p.m.  
  
At 11:50 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8900 

Beverly Hills Police 
Department        
  
Aug. 25  
  
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 300 block of S. 
Reeves at 2:52 a.m.  
  
At 5:26 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs 
near Santa Monica and Roxbury.  
  
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 9000 block of Wilshire at 
8:48 a.m.  
  
Aug. 26  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Cañon at 8:27 a.m.  
  
At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 200 
block of S. Camden.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9500 block of 
Brighton at 1 p.m.  
  
At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. Rodeo.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Cañon at 6:01 p.m.  
  
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of N. Elm.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 400 bl block of N. 
Beverly at 6:55 p.m.  
  
Aug. 27  
  
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a commercial burglary 
in the 400 block of N. Beverly.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 300 block of S. 
La Cienega at 9 a.m.  
  
At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 500 
block of Chalette.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 200 block of N. 
Rodeo at 12:15 p.m.  
  
At 7:02 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9500 
block of Wilshire.  
  
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8400 block of Gregory at 
8:30 p.m.  
  
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near Santa 
Monica and Camden.  
  
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs in the 300 block 
of N. Cañon at 9:28 p.m.  
  
Aug. 28  
  
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8600 
block of Wilshire.  
  
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 400 block of Foothill 
at 5:30 p.m.  
  
At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 

burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
100 block of N. Clark.  
  
Aug. 29  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Cañon at 4:36 a.m.  
  
At 11:25 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 1100 block of Loma Vista.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 300 block of N. 
Cañon at 1:52 p.m.  
  
Aug. 30  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 300 block of 
S. Almont at 2:30 p.m.  
  
At 10:16 p.m., a suspect was 
arrested on suspicion of driving 
under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs near Santa Monica and 
Cañon.  
  
Aug. 31  
  
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a residential burglary in 
the 300 block of N. Palm.  
  

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station  
 
Aug. 23  
  
At 2:16 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1400 block of N. 
Fairfax at 4:20 a.m.  
  
At 4:29 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 1400 
block of N. Hayworth.  
  
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8400 block of Santa 
Monica at 7:15 a.m.  
  
At 4:33 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 600 
block of N. Robertson.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 7100 block of Santa 
Monica at 8 p.m.  
  
Aug. 24  
  
At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near Santa 
Monica and San Vicente.  
  
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 600 block of N. Robertson at 
3:20 a.m.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1000 block of 
Fuller at 8:44 a.m.  

       
Aug. 25  
  
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 600 block of N. 
Robertson at 1:10 a.m.  
 
At 1:45 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8900 
block of Santa Monica.  

POLICE BLOTTER
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Aug. 20 and Aug. 31. The information was compiled from 
crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: 
Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-
8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department (310)550-4951.
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See Police Blotter page 22

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:             Citywide, West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to 

consider a recommendation to the City Council to adopt 
a General Plan Amendment replacing Appendix A with 
the updated 2024 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan in the 
Safety and Noise Element of the West Hollywood Gen-
eral Plan 2035. 

 
PERMIT(S):                General Plan Amendment, and any other required  
                                   permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):         City of West Hollywood 

 
TIME/PLACE             Thursday, September 19, 2024  
OF HEARING:           at 6:30 p.m. 
                                   West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –  
                                   Council Chambers 
                                   625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                   West Hollywood, CA  90069 

 
ZONES:                      Citywide 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                    Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
§15061(b)(3) (Review for Exemption) 

 
 

Complete digital agenda packets will be available on Thursday, September 
12, 2024, and additional information regarding participation options can be 
found on the posted agenda or the calendar page on-line at www.weho.org 
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing 
to express their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this no-
tice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning 
Commission, via the Community Development Department at, or prior to, the 
Public Hearing. 
 
To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require spe-
cial assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing im-
paired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City 
Clerk at (323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
For further information regarding this item, contact Anthea Rosenbaum, Intern, 
Long Range Planning at (323) 848-6475, arosenbaum@weho.org or Tahirah Far-
ris, Senior Planner at (323) 848-6472, tfarris@weho.org                                     
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной информации на 
русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

https://www.weho.org/
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Aug. 29  
  
At 8:35 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near 
Cochran and Third.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7000 block of 
Sunset at 3:30 p.m.  
  
At 4:30 p.m., a vehicle was stolen 
in the 1100 block of Lodi.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6300 block of 
Hollywood at 6 p.m.  

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 6500 
block of Drexel.  
  
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of 
Wilshire and La Jolla at 10 p.m.  
  
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
6000 block of Metropolitan Plaza.  
  
Aug. 30  
  
At 5:15 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 

1500 block of N. Vine.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 900 block of S. 
Sierra Bonita at 11:04 a.m.  
  
At 11:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect pickpocketed a victim in the 
2300 block of N. Highland.  
  
Aug. 31  
  
At noon, an unknown suspect bur-
glarized a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of N. Cherokee.

block of Santa Monica.  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7100 block of 
Santa Monica at 11:55 p.m..  
  
Aug. 29  
  
At 10:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 500 block of 
N. Kings.  
  
A locker burglary occurred in the 
8500 block of Sunset at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Aug. 30  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8900 block of 
Sunset at 4:03 a.m.  
  
At 4:13 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 300 
block of N. Westbourne.  
  
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8800 block of Melrose at 
3:30 p.m.  
  
At 6:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Sunset.  
  
Aug. 31  
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 8900 block of 
Santa Monica at 12:50 a.m.  
  
At 1:55 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8200 
block of Sunset.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 600 block of N. 
Robertson at 1:57 a.m.  
  
At 2:36 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft in the 
8900 block of Santa Monica.  
  
A suspect assaulted a victim during 
a domestic violence incident in the 
1200 block of N. Genesee at 7 p.m.  
  

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Aug. 20  
  
At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 2000 
block of High Tower.  
  
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1700 block of N. 
Highland at 4:20 p.m.  
  
At 5:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of N. La Cienega.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
N. Plymouth at 11 p.m.  
  
At 11:48 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
2000 block of N. Highland.  
  
Aug. 21  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 600 block of N. La 
Brea at 10 a.m.  
  
At 10:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 2000 block of Glencoe.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
grand theft in the 6000 block of 
Hollywood at 3:15 p.m.  
  
At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 5500 
block of Sunset.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5600 block of 
Carlton at 10 p.m.  

Aug. 22  
  
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a vehicle burglary in the 
1800 block of S. Curson.  
  
Aug. 23  
  
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1200 
block of Beachwood.  
  
A vehicle theft was reported in the 
500 block of N. Stanley at 7 p.m.  
  
Aug. 24  
  
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect pickpocketed a victim in the 
1500 block of N. Wilcox.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5400 block of 
Wilshire at 12:10 p.m.  
  
Aug. 25  
  
An unknown suspect pickpocketed 
a victim near Selma and 
Cahuenga at 9:30 a.m.  
  
At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
El Centro and Leland.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5900 block of 
Barton at 6:40 p.m.  
  
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of S. Ogden.  
  
Aug. 26  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 2000 block of 
N. Fuller at 7 a.m.  
  
At 9:33 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 8400 
block of Beverly.  
  
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6800 block of 
Franklin at 1:45 a.m.  
 
At 12:16 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
900 block of N. La Brea.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 600 block of 
S. Cochran at 7 p.m.  
  
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 1400 
block of N. Gardner.  
  
Aug. 27  
  
At 4:15 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of N. Curson.  
  
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1300 block of 
N. Mansfield at 8 p.m.  
  
Aug. 28  
  
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1700 block of N. 
Fuller at 12:45 p.m.  
  
At 5:33 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 300 
block of S. Burnside.  
  
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7000 block of 
Oakwood at 6 p.m.  
  
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 700 
block of S. Wilcox.  
  
A petty theft occurred in the 1000 
block of N. McCadden at 10:01 p.m.  
  
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1900 
block of N. Wilcox.  

POLICE BLOTTER

CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item: 
 
LOCATIONS:               Citywide, West Hollywood, California 
 
REQUEST: The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to 

provide a recommendation to the City Council on a Coun-
cil-initiated zone text amendment, with a two-year sunset 
provision, to allow issuance of demolition permits for vacant 
properties that pose public safety risks. This amendment 
applies to residential and commercial properties, whether 
or not they have existing entitlements. 

 
PERMIT(S):                 Zone Text Amendment, and any other required permits. 

 
APPLICANT(S):          City of West Hollywood 

 
TIME/PLACE               Thursday, September 19, 2024  
OF HEARING:             at 6:30 p.m. 
                                    West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room –  
                                    Council Chambers 
                                    625 N. San Vicente Boulevard 
                                    West Hollywood, CA  90069 

 
ZONES:                       Citywide 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUS:                      Categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
§15061(b)(3) (Review for Exemption) 

 
 

Complete digital agenda packets will be available on Thursday, September 12, 
2024, and additional information regarding participation options can be found on 
the posted agenda or the calendar page on-line at www.weho.org 
 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to participate in said Public Hearing to 
express their opinion in this matter. 
 
IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, 
or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood Planning Com-
mission, via the Community Development Department at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. 
 
To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, If you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing impaired), 
you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at 
(323) 848-6800 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.   
 
For further information regarding this item, contact Anthea Rosenbaum, Intern, 
Long Range Planning (323) 848-6475, or via email at: arosenbaum@weho.org  
 
Melissa Crowder, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополнительной 
информациR4B ffи на русском языке звоните: 323­848­6826.

https://www.weho.org/
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We carry the finest in  
• Beer 
• Wine 
• Spirits 
• Champagne 
• Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414 
www.bogiesliquor.com 

College Football is back!  
Stock up for your tailgate party here!

Bogie’s Liquor

TAILGATE TIME!

Labor Day Weekend  
celebrations start here!

‘Strange Darling’ doesn’t care
about your final girl tropes

photo courtesy of Miramax

Willa Fitzgerald is stellar in “Strange Darling.”

Y’all, I don’t know what to do.
It’s my job to ever so slightly
describe the plot line of films and
explain why they work or fall short.
Unfortunately, cat-and-mouse hor-
ror film “Strange Darling” rejects
explanation. Go in without any
spoilers. Trust me, it ain’t what you
think. 

In lieu of any detailed explana-

tion, I can safely address certain
key elements. The story unfolds
across six chapters, starting with
the third one. What is this, “Star
Wars” starting in the middle? More
likely it takes cues from “Pulp
Fiction.” Think back to that blissful
era when postmodern film arose,
peaking with some Oscar love.
That one notoriously jumped

around, placing the film’s final act
in the middle rather than the end,
chronologically.

“Strange Darling” unfolds in a
disjoined way as well, starting with
an unnamed woman billed as the
Lady (Willa Fitzgerald) on the run
while another man called the
Demon (Kyle Gallner) chases her
with a rifle. Each subsequent chap-
ter reveals more about the events
leading to this moment and the con-
clusion. Beyond that, I refuse to
provide more specifics.

It has the look of a horror classic,
directly winking at “The Texas
Chain Saw Massacre” and the mod-
ern-day addiction to true crime sto-
ries. Visually, it’s a throwback
though the setting is mostly con-
temporary. At least I think it is. 

This is the type of horror venture
gatekeepers might attempt to
rebrand as a thriller. It certainly
enjoys plenty of thrilling moments,
both chase sequences and perfor-
mances that build to something
explosive, but it is unapologetically
in the horror family. It has too much
to say about genre tropes to be
deemed otherwise. 

To start, Fitzgerald (“Reacher,”
“The Fall of the House of Usher”)
shirks final girl expectations. You’ll
have to watch to know exactly how,
but prepare for a brilliant perfor-
mance, easily one of the year’s best.
This one cements Fitzgerald as the
next star to blow up.

Others present themselves well.
Gallner (“Smile,” “The Passenger”)
sports a menacing veneer with the

creeper stache to match the part. I’ll
never watch him as Bart Allen in
“Smallville” the same again. 

Fitzgerald and Gallner share
some haunting screen time togeth-
er. This isn’t a horror film built on
jolts or gore, though plenty of blood
drenches the screen. Its primary
superpower is building tension.
With each scene, we learn some-
thing new, either that moves the
plot forward or invites us to look
into the mind of madness. Be
warned, this could be an especially
trying experience as “Strange
Darling” examines various themes
related to brutality. 

Then comes a few notable minor
roles. Veteran performers Barbara
Hershey and Ed Begley Jr. appear
as a hippy couple with the
munchies. “Breaking Bad” alum
Steven Michael Quezada drops by
as an officer. Jason Patric narrates

the opening. And Giovanni Ribisi
appears in an Easter egg role since
he serves as the film’s cinematogra-
pher. 

“Strange Darling” is an impres-
sive sophomore feature for JT
Mollner, a noted music video and
commercial director. As writer and
director, he knows how to frame an
aesthetically enticing story that
laces mystery with great acting. He
even throws in a dash of humor
toward the end. 

You won’t find a horror film like
“Strange Darling” this year, or in
the last few years, if I recall. Call it
a breath of fresh air, call it a new
original, call it whatever you desire.
Just see it, if you dare. It’s a brisk,
wild ride that goes fast and then
ends with quite the gut punch.
Whatever Mollner and Fitzgerald
do next, separately or together –
I’m in.

photo courtesy of Miramax

The Demon (Kyle Gallner) is a menacing foe in JT Mollner’s “Strange
Darling.”

Hollywood turns Crimson 
for ‘Blood/Love’

“Blood/Love” is a new, all-origi-
nal vampire rock popera featuring
twenty-five songs that tell a tale of
love, friendship, heartbreak and
redemption. “Blood/Love” will
play The Crimson, a gothic night-
club in a truly immersive staging
where vampires roam among the
living. 

Fusing vampire lore, pop music,
choreography and nightlife into one
entrancing musical experience,
“Blood/Love” offers an ultimate
night out. The evening begins in
The Crimson’s cocktail lounge with
signature craft cocktails. Audiences
then move to the intimate theater
for the 75-minute immersive per-
formance (VIP seating available).
After the 9:30 p.m. performances, a
moonlit DJ after-party is available
in The Atrium, the Crimson’s night
club.

“Blood/Love” features Cam
Anthony, Brennin Hunt and Daniel
Franzese.

Blood/Love has book and music

by Carey Sharpe and Grammy
Award-winning songwriter/produc-
er Dru DeCaro with additional
music by Concord Records artist
Erin Boehme and Adam “Snake”
Kobylarz.

The choreographers are Jonathan
and Oksana Platero, and it is direct-
ed and produced by Daniel
LeClaire. 

“Blood/Love” had its original
production in 2022 at The Howard
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, hometown
theatre to Sharpe, LeClaire and
Boehme, where Sharpe and
Boehme performed leading roles
under LeClaire’s direction. They
take the stage again to repeat their
assignments in this new Hollywood
production. “Blood/Love” also had
a sold-out concert version in
January 2024 at Joe’s Pub at the
Public Theatre in New York City.

The Crimson will be located at
6356 Hollywood Blvd. Sept. 26-
Nov. 2, Tickets are available at
bloodlove.com.   

photo by Graham Washatka

A new vampire rock popera will come to Hollywood later this month.

https://bogiesliquor.com
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1. I want large sums of my hard-earned money to go to 
a law firm. 
2. I want the government to decide who gets my life 
savings. 
3. What for? My house is only worth a half-million 
dollars. 
4. I really don’t care who raises our children. 
5. I want a total stranger to go through all of my per-
sonal papers and financial affairs. 
6. I like family fights – especially unnecessary ones. 
7. I don’t care who inherits my hard earned money. 

8. I’ve been messy in life; I’ll be messy in death. 
9. They say you can’t take it with you, but what if you can? 
10. Probate. Must be fun.  

If you don’t do it for yourself, please do it for those you care about.

Kramer Law Group
Stephen W. Kramer

5757 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 535 • Los Angeles, CA  90036 • (323)964-7100  
www.thekramerlawgroup.com

10 Reasons Why I Don’t 
Want An Estate Plan

Legendary Hollywood comedians
get stamp of approval

Comedian Lou Costello’s daughter Paddy Costello-Humphreys
unveiled a postage stamp honoring Abbott and Costello in the Sept.
5, 1991, issue of the Beverly Press and Park Labrea News. The
unveiling ceremony for the U.S. Postal Service’s new Hollywood
Comedians series was held at the Chinese Theatre and included USPS
representatives and Bill Welsh, left, then-president of the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce. In addition to Bud Abbott and Lou Costello,
the series honored Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Jack Benny and
Edgar Bergen. The stamps were designed by the late New York Times
caricaturist Al Hirschfeld.

The Autry presents PST ART 
exhibition ‘Future Imaginaries’

photo courtesy of The Autry

The artwork on display in the exhibition explores themes of futurism and
Indigenous knowledge.

The Autry’s new PST ART exhi-
bition “Future Imaginaries:
Indigenous Art, Fashion,
Technology” explores the rise of
futurism within contemporary
Indigenous art as a means of endur-
ing colonial trauma, creating alter-
native futures and advocating for
Indigenous knowledge systems as
vital to achieving social justice in
the present and sustainable commu-
nities going forward.

As the artist Rose Simpson
explains, from her perspective, the
idea of apocalypse is “an opportuni-
ty for innovation and for reflection
and renewal. In a sense…
Indigenous people have been at a

privilege when it comes to any kind
of hardship because we’ve already
survived.”

With the rise of the Red Power
and the American Indian
Movement in the 1970s, Native
artists began looking to science fic-
tion and imagined futures as a
means of reclaiming agency within
an increasingly technological soci-
ety. By re-imagining aspects of pre-
contact culture such as sovereignty,
Indigenous technologies and sus-
tainable lifeways in dialogue with
both contemporary life and future
imaginaries, Indigenous artists
today are redefining what consti-
tutes Native American art, helping

their communities to heal from
intergenerational trauma and creat-
ing pathways to a better life for
Indigenous peoples and the shared
planet.

Featuring works of art ranging in
size from jewelry and elaborately
dressed mannequins to monumental
sculptures and room-sized installa-
tions, “Future Imaginaries” will
intersperse works throughout the
museum, creating unexpected
encounters and dialogues between
contemporary Indigenous creations
and historic works from the Autry

collections.
The exhibition comprises

approximately 58 works, including
50 loans, most directly from the
artists. At least nine new works are
being created for the exhibition,
including the site-specific installa-
tions “ReVolt 1680/2180: Sirens
and Sikas” by Virgil Ortiz and “Stirs Up the Dust” by Wendy Red

Star.
“Future Imaginaries: Indigenous

Art, Fashion, Technology is open
from Sept. 7 to June 21, 2026.

For information, visit
theautry.org/pstart.

The Autry Museum of the
American West is located at 4700
Western Heritage Way.

Getty announces public programs for PST ART
Getty announced on Sept. 3 full

details of an ambitious slate of pro-
grams and events to accompany the
more than 70 exhibitions that make
up PST ART: Art & Science
Collide, offering audiences in
Southern California numerous
pathways to experience, and partic-

ipate in, what is now the nation’s
largest arts initiative. Events will
kick off on Sept. 15 with a free
monumental daytime fireworks
performance at Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum, entitled WE
ARE: Explosion Event for PST
ART, by artist Cai Guo-Qiang.  

The wildly diverse programs
range from a runway fashion show
featuring futuristic creations by
Indigenous designers to a com-
memorative rocket launch of a
replica of the Sputnik satellite, from
a summit on climate change for
high-school activists to the LA Phil
and Master Chorale premiere of a
multimedia work by Doug Aitken,
from participatory workshops on
synthetic bioengineering to an
evening of deep-space communica-
tion hosted by comedian Reggie
Watts and organized by NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory.

“The dazzling spectrum of pro-
grams we’re announcing will unite
audiences in communal experiences
across the region, and further ani-
mate the thematic exhibitions of Art
& Science Collide,” said Katherine
E. Fleming, president and CEO of
the J. Paul Getty Trust. “Designed
for people of all ages and back-
grounds, these programs will ensure
that everyone can find something in
Art & Science Collide to excite,
illuminate and engage.”

For information, visit pst.art.

photo courtesy of Cai Studio

PST ART will kick off with a free daytime fireworks show at the L.A.
Memorial Coliseum on Sept. 15.

Debbie Allen, Matt Bomer to be honored at Angel Awards
Project Angel Food will honor

actress, dancer, choreographer,
director, singer, producer and
philanthropist Debbie Allen with
the Humanitarian Angel Award
at the Angel Awards on
Saturday, Sept. 28, in
Hollywood. Emmy-nominated
actor Matt Bomer will be recog-
nized with the 2024 Angel
Award. In addition, L.A. Care
Health Plan and its CEO, John
Baackes, will receive the Sheryl
Lee Ralph Legacy Award. Multi-
platinum, Grammy-nominated
singer Deborah Cox will give a
special performance, as Project

Angel Food celebrates its land-
mark 35th Anniversary.

“The Angel Awards are a testa-
ment to the incredible individuals
who inspire us and propel our
mission forward,” Project Angel
Food CEO Richard Ayoub said.
“It’s an evening of celebration,
gratitude, and unity, where we
come together to support the
work of Project Angel Food that
nourishes our vulnerable neigh-
bors, delivers health and hope,
and uplifts our entire communi-
ty.”

The 2024 Angel Awards Gala
will be held at Milk Studios, located

at 855 N. Cahuenga Blvd.  For
information, visit
angelfood.org/events/2024-angel-
awards.

http://thekramerlawgroup.com
https://expertcarwashla.com
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p.m., the city of Beverly Hills will
hold a ceremony at its 9/11
Memorial Garden, located outside
the fire station at 445 N. Rexford
Drive. 

“Our annual Sept. 11 ceremony
is an event that makes us pause and
reflect on those who lost their lives
during that horrific day,” Beverly
Hills Mayor Lester Friedman said.
“Even 23 years later, our heart
remains heavy as we never forget
the American heroes who were
taken too soon from us.” 

“The events of Sept. 11, 2001,
will live forever in our memories
and we come together as a commu-
nity on Sept. 11 in a commitment to
never forget,” Beverly Hills Fire
Chief Greg Barton said. 

The memorial garden was dedi-

cated in 2011 on the 10-year
anniversary of the attacks. It fea-
tures a 30-foot floor beam pulled
from the wreckage of the World
Trade Center in New York.
Additionally, two pillars represent-
ing the fallen Twin Towers stand
behind the beam. No city funds
were used to create the site, as it
was entirely funded by private
donations. This year, a new sign
was added to the memorial, further
enhancing its visibility to pedestri-
ans and passersby. 

“I often spend time reflecting at
the memorial and believe it is vital
that our city continues to observe
this solemn anniversary each year,”
Beverly Hills Vice Mayor Sharona
Nazarian said. “Many innocent
lives were profoundly affected and

devastatingly taken on that day.
Our memorial site not only serves
as a powerful reminder of the
events of Sept. 11 and the signifi-
cant impact they had on the world,
but it is also a place of healing – a
space where we can come together,
stand united and strengthen our
commitment to never forget.” 

In L.A., the Los Angeles Fire
Department will hold a remem-
brance ceremony on Sept. 11 at 9
a.m. at the Frank Hotchkin
Memorial Training Center, located
at 1700 Stadium Way. The ceremo-
ny will be attended by LAFD Chief
Kristin M. Crowley, LAPD Chief
Dominic H. Choi and Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass. It will feature a
10-bell salute, bagpipe perfor-
mance and helicopter flyover. 

Ceremonies commemorate victims of Sept. 11
From page 1

Berci was a pioneering figure
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven

The annual memorial will take place at Beverly Hills’ 9/11 Memorial
Garden, located outside the fire station at 445 N. Rexford Drive. 

of endoscopy that allowed sur-
geons to see larger images by
using a miniature camera attached
to an endoscope. 

Berci joined Cedars-Sinai in
1967, recruited for his achieve-
ments by then-chair of surgery Dr.
Leon Morgenstern. Berci began
as a visiting scholar before
becoming the full-time director of
the multidisciplinary surgical
endoscopy unit. At Cedars-Sinai,
Berci continued to revolutionize
the field of endoscopy by creating
technological advancements that
greatly improved illumination. 

“George was a towering figure
in our profession,” said Dr.
Edward H. Phillips, executive vice
chair of the Jim and Eleanor
Randall Department of Surgery, a
longtime collaborator with Dr.
Berci and a close friend of the
Berci family. “His profound lega-
cy lives on in the hundreds – if not
thousands – of medical students
and surgeons influenced by his
innovations and ideas.” 

Berci authored 12 books, more
than 200 scientific papers and pro-
duced more than 40 films. His work
was recognized with countless
awards from distinguished medical
associations, including the Cedars-
Sinai Lifetime Achievement award
in 2017. There’s even an award in
endoscopic surgery named in his
honor given by the Society of
American Gastrointestinal and
Endoscopic Surgeons, an organiza-
tion in which he served as president. 

“Dr. Berci’s contributions have
left an indelible mark on the med-
ical community, and his legacy will
continue to influence the practice

of surgery for generations to
come,” SAGES said in a message
to members. “His passing is a sig-
nificant loss to all who knew him
and to the broader medical field.” 

Berci continued to work well
into his later life – at age 100 he
was still writing and teaching two
days a week at Cedars-Sinai. His
passing marks an end to a nearly
75-year career unparalleled in con-
tributions to his field. 

“Dr. Berci spent more than half
of his long and extraordinary life in
service at Cedars-Sinai, where he
will be remembered fondly for
immeasurable contributions to the
surgical field as well as his com-
mitment and passion for medi-
cine,” said Dr. Cristina R. Ferrone,
chair of the Jim and Eleanor
Randall Department of Surgery. 

“George was a 
towering figure in
our profession. His 

profound legacy
lives on in the 

hundreds – if not
thousands – of 

medical students
and surgeons 

influenced by his
innovations and

ideas.” 
-Dr. Edward H. Phillips, 

executive vice chair of the 
Jim and Eleanor Randall

Department of Surgery at
Cedars-Sinai

Allen bill protects environment from hazardous paint

Los Angeles City Councilman
Hugo Soto-Martinez, 13th District,
joined representatives from the
mayor’s office, homeless service
providers and unhoused Angelenos
on Aug. 22 to celebrate the opening
of the Jan Clayton Center, a new
52-bed interim housing site in the
4900 block of Sunset Boulevard.
The complex has a 30-year history
as a recovery facility and is operat-
ed by the nonprofit service provider
Volunteers of America.

The Jan Clayton Center’s 52-
beds consist primarily of single-
occupancy rooms, with bathrooms
shared between two rooms.
Residents have access to wrap-
around services, including mental

health and addiction resources and
job placement assistance. On-site
case managers provide personal-
ized support to help residents navi-
gate resources and work toward
permanent housing and long-term
stability. Volunteers of America has
monitors on site 24 hours and sur-
veillance cameras to ensure the
safety of all residents, staff and
neighbors. Access control measures
are in place, including ID checks
and a single secure entry point to
prevent unauthorized guests.

In July and early August, out-
reach workers from Volunteers of
America worked with Soto-
Martinez’s staff, LAHSA and ser-
vice providers to bring dozens of

unhoused individuals inside from
the streets of Hollywood, East
Hollywood and Silver Lake.

“By investing in interim housing
and services that are proven to
work, we’re bringing people off the
streets and housing the homeless in
Hollywood,” Soto-Martinez said.
“These 52 beds are just the start.
Opening temporary and permanent
affordable housing at a record rate –
both in our district and the city over-
all – will get us out of this crisis.”

“We must continue breaking the
status quo with urgent action to
bring Angelenos inside and build
more housing – that’s what has led
to the first decrease in homeless-
ness in L.A. in years,” Mayor
Karen Bass said. “I want to thank
Councilmember Soto-Martinez for
his work thus far and his partner-
ship. This project will help more
people come inside to be connected
with services and onto a path to per-
manent housing. Together, we are
saving lives.”

“This is one of the first times I’ve
actually felt safe, and stable – with
a room to myself at night,” said
Frank Salgado, who is living at the
Jan Clayton Center and has strug-
gled with homelessness for
decades. “Now, I need job place-
ment services and case manage-
ment resources to get back on my
feet and find permanent housing.”

For information, visit cd13.lac-
ity.gov/meet-hugo.

New interim housing site opens in East Hollywood

photo courtesy of the 13th District council office

The Jan Clayton Center offers 52 beds of interim housing on Sunset
Boulevard.

California Sen. Ben Allen’s (D-
Santa Monica) Senate Bill 1143
received final bipartisan approval
from the California Legislature on
Aug. 30 to expand the state’s safe
management of hazardous paint
products through the PaintCare pro-
gram. 

“We have another tremendous
opportunity for California to build
on successful EPR policy,” Allen
said. “Since its establishment in
2012, PaintCare has helped manage
the reuse, recycling and end-of-life
management of millions of gallons
of paint. However, current limita-
tions on accepted paint products are
needlessly confusing consumers,
burdening local governments and
harming our environment. SB 1143
would remove these limitations to
better streamline PaintCare’s opera-
tions in California.” 

Roughly 850 million gallons of
architectural paint are sold annually
in the United States, and it is esti-

mated that 10% of the paint goes
unused and becomes a large source
of household hazardous waste. To
help manage the excess paint,
PaintCare was launched in 2012 and
has collected 34.6 million gallons of
paint at 795 year-round drop off
sites. The program also maintains a
public education initiative provid-
ing tips on buying the appropriate
amount of paint for a particular job
and how consumers can use excess
paint. 

The state limits which types of
products PaintCare may collect,
placing an undue financial strain on
local governments and confusing
consumers, Allen said. It may also
lead to the improper disposal of haz-
ardous paint that contaminates soil
and waterways, he added. 

SB 1143 expands PaintCare to
cover every type of paint product
available to consumers. It would
bring management of all excess
hazardous paints under one program

to enhance efficiency and ensure
appropriate producer responsibility
for a significant source of house-
hold hazardous waste. 

https://directech.net


young children, outdoor workers,
athletes and individuals with chron-
ic medical conditions,” said Dr.
Muntu Davis, Los Angeles County
Health Officer. “Remember, your
safety and the safety of others is
crucial during extreme heat condi-
tions. If you or someone around
you experiences symptoms of heat-
stroke or heat exhaustion, such as
dizziness, nausea, rapid heartbeat,
confusion or passing out, seek med-
ical help immediately.” 

While Beverly Hills, West
Hollywood and the Miracle Mile
area won’t see temperatures as hot
as some parts of Los Angeles
County, residents are still urged to
take precautions when it comes to
the higher-than-usual temperatures
of up to 102 degrees. 

To remedy the effects of severe
weather, the cities of Los Angeles,
Beverly Hills and West Hollywood
have opened several cooling cen-
ters, where residents can find respite
from the extreme heat. 

In Beverly Hills, Roxbury Park
Community Center, La Cienega
Park Community Center and the
Beverly Hills Public Library will be
air-conditioned destinations where
residents can escape high tempera-
tures. For information and hours,
visit beverlyhills.org/187/beat-the-
heat-be-sun-safe. 

In West Hollywood, residents can
make use of the Plummer Park
Senior Lounge, the West
Hollywood Library, the Will and
Ariel Durant Branch Library, and
the West Hollywood Aquatics and
Recreation Center to cool down.
Free transportation is available to
Plummer Park through the Cityline
service. For information and hours,
visit weho.org/services/cooling-
centers and weho.org/cityline. 

Hundreds of cooling centers are
open in the city of Los Angeles,
including the Fairfax Branch
Library, the Frances Howard
Goldwyn - Hollywood Regional
Library, John C. Fremont Branch

Library and Wilshire Branch
Library. For a full list with hours
and information, visit ready.lacoun-
ty.gov/heat. 

Dr. Sam Torbati, co-chairman and
medical director of the Cedars-Sinai
Emergency Department, said the
medical center treats patients for
heat cramps, stroke and exhaustion
during severe temperatures. He said
that the best way to avoid negative
physical effects of high heat is
through prevention. 

“People should understand their
personal risks. Older patients
should be on alert whenever periods
of heat are about to come through
the environment. The best preven-
tion is to stay out of the heat, stay in
cool environments,” Torbati said.
“As parents, we need to watch out
for our children. Don’t let them go
outside when it’s extremely hot.” 

Torbati said at-risk individuals
should avoid the heat and stay
indoors as much as possible, either
in their homes, at a family mem-

ber’s home or at a cooling center.
He said that people who are other-
wise young and healthy can still
succumb to heat-related illness, and
should maintain hydration through-
out the day and avoid exercising
outside during peak sunlight hours,
instead planning outdoor activities

in the morning or evening. 
“Outdoors is great, we are

blessed to live in Southern
California, but if we spend too
much time outdoors in the heat
we’re going to get sick. We have to
limit how much time we spend out-
side,” Torbati said. 
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Cooling centers help residents beat the heat
From page 1
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The city of West Hollywood has opened cooling centers in Plummer Park
and at the city library.

The Ebell of LA will kick off
“LA Voices: Sundays at The Ebell,”
its new, monthly series spotlighting
artists, scholars, creatives and
thought leaders from Los Angeles,
with its annual Community Open
House on Sunday, Sept. 15. The
historic, wrought-iron doors on
Wilshire Boulevard will swing
wide open offering visitors a free
day of vibrant arts and culture dis-
covery. Attendees can enjoy
docent-led tours of the noted archi-
tectural treasure while taking in a
performance or getting to know a
variety of local arts organizations at
the informational arts fair.  

Performers include the all-female
Mariachi group Las Colibrí, the
Ebell Chorale, the Los Angeles
County High School for the Arts,
Leigh Purtill Ballet Company,
Michele Patzakis and the Pacific
Opera Project. 

Aside from enjoying the perfor-
mances and guided tours, attendees

will have the opportunity to witness
a “Paint OUT” taking place by the
California Art Club, peruse an
assortment of The Ebell’s historic
costume collection, make a flower
crown, join in a lively line dance,
meet the Angel City Football Club
street team, get to know the Girl
Scouts of Greater LA and jump in
for a special photo opp in the his-
toric Wilshire Ebell Theatre.  

The Ebell of Los Angeles is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
inspiring women and building com-
munity through arts, culture and
education. The organization recent-
ly announced a full season of pro-
gramming featuring a plethora of
events dedicated to amplifying
women’s voices at its historic cam-
pus on Wilshire Boulevard. As part
of the 24/25 Season Programming,
LA Voices: Sundays at The Ebell is
a monthly series spotlighting per-
formers, artists, creatives, scholars
and leaders from the Los Angeles

community on the stage of the his-
toric Wilshire Ebell Theatre. The
events are free of charge and fea-
ture docent-led tours of The Ebell’s
campus on Wilshire Boulevard. For
information on LA Voices and all
upcoming events at The Ebell visit
ebellofla.org/membership/club-
events. The Ebell of Los Angeles is
located at 4400 Wilshire Blvd. 

‘Sundays at The Ebell’ series kicks off on Sept. 15

Considering the Los Angeles
Zoo’s long history with vulture con-
servation, International Vulture
Awareness Day is a special occasion
for the zoo and its guests. This year,
the zoo is hosting a special ticketed
evening expert panel discussion on
Saturday, Sept. 7, at 7 p.m., in the
Witherbee Auditorium. 

Titled “Condor Cliffhangers:
Adventures Saving the California
Condor,” the event is moderated by
the Zoo’s Director of Conservation,
Dr. Jake Owens, discussing African
vultures, ways to support the work
of the Los Angeles Zoo in the effort
to save the species from extinction.
The event will feature renowned
conservationist, Chris Parrish, CEO
of the Peregrine Fund along with
L.A. Zoo animal care experts who
are doing the hands-on breeding and
husbandry work that is integral to
the success of the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service’s California
Condor Recovery Program. 

In addition to the evening event,
the Zoo is hosting on-site education-
al programming for guests during
daytime hours on Saturday, Sept. 7
for International Vulture Awareness
Day and Sunday, Sept. 8 to recog-

nize California Biodiversity Day.
Activities will include animal keep-
er talks, special presentations at the
Angela Collier World of Birds
Show and a partner expo featuring
Friends of California Condors Wild
and Free, U.S. Fish & Wildlife

Service California Condor
Recovery Program and the San
Fernando Audubon Society. 

General admission tickets are $5.
The L.A. Zoo is located at 5333 Zoo
Drive. For information and tickets,
visit lazoo.org.

Zoo hosts International Vulture Awareness Day event

photo courtesy of the L.A. Zoo 

The zoo will host a panel on its California Condor Recovery Program. 

Answers From Page 27

California are subjected to the
same federal judiciary that has
struck down assault weapons
rifle bans and other bans that
we’ve enacted here in California.
Don’t forget that former
President Donald Trump
appointed radical, unqualified
judges to high-ranking judicial
appointments to oversee these
areas, specifically in the ninth
circuit. And these are issues that
have rippling effects in our com-
munities. I don’t know how
many more prayers and thoughts

people can offer without taking
action. Frankly, as someone with
nieces and nephews now in high
school, I worry about them every
day. They are at risk because peo-
ple refuse to take action federal-
ly,” he said. 

The public hearing for the item
will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Sept 19
in the West Hollywood council
chambers, located at 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd. For information,
contact senior planner Tahirah
Farris at (323)848-6472 or tfar-
ris@weho.org. 

WeHo commission examines
new rules on gun sales
From page 1

Climate activist groups held a
“rocking chair rebellion” with
senior citizens on Aug. 27 at
Citibank at 300 S. Fairfax Ave. to
protest the investment of billions
of dollars in fossil fuel projects.
The event was held in conjunc-
tion with climate demonstrations
in New York City. The demon-

stration in L.A. was peaceful and
no arrests or problems were
reported. The groups included
Third Act SoCal (a chapter of
Third Act, a national community
of volunteers over 60 that spear-
headed the campaign), Sierra
Club, Temple Isaiah’s Green Tea
and Elders Climate Action

‘Rocking chair rebellion’ voices
opposition to fossil fuels 

photo courtesy of Sherie Stark 

A group of senior citizens and environmental advocates held a
demonstration outside Citibank in the 300 block of South Fairfax
Avenue. 
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Across
  
1. Deep cut  
5. Street in New York’s Chinatown  
9. Dish rival  
14. Similar to  
15. Another name for Cupid  
16. Continental money  
17. Meaningful sign  
18. Diamond complement  
19. Impertinent ones  
20. Make aq formal statement of facts  
23. “Shepherd Moons” soft-rock 
queen  
24. “Baseball Tonight” channel  
25. Famed lab assistant  
28. German cathedral city  
33. Not wanted on the face  
36. In a state of readiness  
39. Garden tool  
40. Just enough to get by  
44. Slant  
45. Great expectations  
46. Q followers  
47. Embossing utensil  
50. Common contraction  
52. Longtime Kentucky hoops coach  
55. “J’accuse” author  
58. Carries weight  
63. Toast  
65. Its motto is “Lux et veritas”  
66. Swenson of “Benson”  
67. Hot casino destination in China  
68. Paper holder  

69. Düsseldorf denial  
70. Moves a baby off breast feeding  
71. Managed care grps.  
72. Norman with a club  
  
Down 

1. Drop of a liquid  
2. Anouk of “La Dolce Vita”  
3. Double-edged dagger  
4. Son of William the Conqueror  
5. Gershwin’s “The ___ Love”  
6. Exclude  
7. Metric unit  
8. Poplars, for example  
9. Big name in small planes  
10. Jemima, for one  
11. Vigor  
12. Eliminate as excessive  
13. Senegal’s capital?  
21. Pioneer transportation  
22. Health ___  
26. Bit of binary code  
27. Like a German chocolate cake  
29. Vacuum tube (abbr.)  
30. Locks  
31. Stretches one’s budget  
32. Snug retreat  
33. Goes back out  
34. Way to go  
35. Confederate wear  
37. Top executive  
38. Catch a glimpse of  
41. Night school subj.  

42. Keyword improvements for a 
website (abbr.)  
43. Former Rodeo maker  
48. Father of the Titans  
49. Big ___, Calif.  
51. Extravagantly indulgent  
53. TV series about detectives Shawn 
and Gus  
54. Sacred hymn  
56. Eye ___  
57. 1973 Rolling Stones hit  

58. ___ Raton, Fla.  
59. McGregor of “Moulin Rouge”  
60. Muse of history  
61. Sales callers  
62. Yin’s opposite  
63. Upscale German car  
64. “Another rainy day” singer from 
the UK  
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     • Lessons 
     • Purchase Consultation  
     • Phone Support 

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112   

TheDiskDoc@mac.com  

UPHOLSTERY WEBSITE DESIGN

mackeycreativelab.com 
info@mackeycreativelab.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

HONEST HANDYMAN 
DOES IT ALL 

Serving the Westside for 32 years
ROOF REPAIRS  

WATER DAMAGE REPAIRS
 • Plumbing • Electrical • A/C  

• Tankless Water Heaters 
• Tile • Flooring • Painting 
Fence • Brick Wall Repair  

Carpentry • Windows • Decks 
• Kitchen & Bath Specialist

FORT CONSTRUCTION 
General Contractors

Call Manny 
(310)729-9612 
(424)284-3314 

Lic#465817 Bonded • Insured 
fortconstructionla.com

FLORISTDIGITAL ADS

HANDYMAN HAULING

beverlypress.com

bloomsby.emily 
order arrangements on  

our website at  
bloomsbyemily.com 

answers on page 26

GARAGE  
CLEANING  
& HAULING

FREE ESTIMATES 
               YARDS  

               TOO

CALL MR. ANDERSON 
(323)236-1222

               YA
               T

WE PUBLISH 
LEGAL NOTICES! 

We are fully  
adjudicated in  
the County of  

Los Angeles, the  
City of Los Angeles 

and the  
City of  

Beverly Hills. 

Send inquiries to
karen@beverlypress.com

LEGAL NOTICES

310-849 9438

email: Karen@beverlypress.com

Read 
Us  

Online
beverlypress.com

NEWS 
CRIME 

SCHOOLS 
ENTERTAINMENT 

UPDATED DAILY! 

Complete pdf of the 
newspaper 

 archived issues  
 advertising
subscriptions
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